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The first individual to enter the camp was the Divisional ADMS Colonel D Bluett 

who went in about midday on April 15th. The first medical unit began work in 

the camp at approximately 4 p.m. on April 15th. This was the Divisional Field 

Hygiene Section. . This was the only medical unit working there until April 18th. 

It spent the first two days completely within the wired enclosures and during 

the first 24 hours the S.S. men were still in control of the camp. It was due to 

the foresight of Col Bluett that supplies. of A.L.63 and disinfectant were 

available for the first effort.  

Up to the afternoon of the 18th when another field Hygiene Station came up, 

some 15000 inhabitants of the camps had been deloused. The fact that the 11 

th Armoured Division provided some troops, water carts, the greater parts of 

its hygiene section and its whole laundry and bath unit while active operations 

were being carried out, is deserving of mention in any account of Belsen. 

 

Not forgetting the Nursing Services  

In the recent literature on what has been done in Belsen Camp, reference has 

been made to the excellent work of medical students, research teams, civilian 

workers and combatant units, but so far no mention has been made of the 

work of the Army nursing sisters. Nursing Officers of the 32 CCS and 9 Br 

General Hospital were in the hospital area from the earlier days and some 

account may be given of the conditions under which they worked. The hospital 

was divided into blocks holding 150 beds and subdivided into rooms of four to 

eight patients; one sister was in charge of each block, helped by one British 

orderly and an inadequate number of internees later replaced by Germans. 

Patients were admitted at the rate of about 500 a day, beds consisting mainly 

of palliasses on the floor. 

Colonel Douglas Bluett



It was estimated that 80% had diarrhoea, most were confined to their 

palliasses and there were 2 bed-pans to each block. The results are imagined. 

Food distribution was a major problem, all the patients had an insatiable 

hunger and were invariably dissatisfied with the amount they got; free fights 

between the different races were a common occurrence at meal times. 

Hoarding was almost universal and nearly every bed had mangled scraps of 

bread, butter etc. hidden under the mattress or blankets. Deaths to begin with 

were numerous and it was a common occurrence to find several dead in bed 

on the morning round. The language difficulty precluded conversation even 

with the workers, who had to be instructed in their duties by means of signs 

and demonstrations. 

 

 

Working under these conditions in close and constant contact with the 

patients the Army sisters showed a willingness and initiative that deserves the 

highest praise. The skill and cheerfulness with which they dealt with the 

patients, obstinately refusing to be put off by sights and smells, must be 

reckoned as a major factor in the rapid recovery, both mental and physical, of 

the patients under their care. H is noted that many of the sisters came to 

Belsen immediately following a hectic and gruelling time dealing with the 

casualties of the Rhine crossing, and at the end of nearly a year's service with 

the B.L.A. 


