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THE THREE HARMAN BROTHERS: John, Lawrence and Nicholas Harman, of 
Killafeen, a townland near Laragh, all took part in the guerilla 
warfare waged by Dwyer against the English. The house where they 
were born is now replaced by that of Mr. Laurence Mahon, near 
Richardson's Brake and the site should not be confused with that 
of 'Harman's Walls' nearby. The latter was the home of a second 
Harman family and only the foundations remain. Between Mr. Mahon's 
house and the river teh site of a former timber-supported dug-out, 
now a mere hollow in the ground, in a hazel thicket, is still 
called 'Harman's Cave'. 

The three brothers were active United;-sIrishmen for over two years 
when their names and descriptions were circulated in a Government 
Proclamation in July 1800 and a price of 200 gns. was offered 
for the capture of John. This proclamation described him as 22 
years old; 5!_10" tall; fair complexioned and with well-made, large 
grey eyes. Lawrence was smaller and heavy-limbed and 12 years 
older, whilst Nicholas, aged 29 years was brown-eyed, slender 
and light limbed and described as having a wild look and unable 
to speak plainly. 

John, the youngest, took a prominant place in the fighting in 
Co.,Wicklow and was one of the most vigorous and dauntless of 
the loyal bands of Insurgents under Dwyer. He was a constant 
companion of Andrew Thomas until Thomas was killed, and the two 
participated in many of the most daring exploits, being highly: 
regarded for their bravery and integrity. 

On December 22nd, 1800, he was with Thomas and John (Kittágh) 
Byrne at Castle Kevin when the former was killed and Byrne captured. 

•. 
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Harman made a dash for the bog and hotly pursued by the more intrepid 
of the crown forces , who were mounted , he coursed rapidlyuin the 
direction of Annamore . A party of the pursuers attempted to cut 
him off and fired on him at close range but he turned and made 
for the river after intimidating them by presenting his gun as 
though about to fire . He leaped the swollen river in a clear: 
jump at a spot still known as "Harman 's Leap " and headed towards 
Derrybawn , cleverly outmanoeuvring his enemies. 

At 'The Furnace' some two miles below Laragh , a sergeant's guard 
of about 12 men attempted to cut off his passage to the hills 
and he was on the other hand hemmed in by the rapid flooded river. 
Exerting all his energies , he,aimed for Derrybawn , but a yeoman 
named Darby had reached the bridge before him and sat there on 
his horse with ready sword, obstructing the narrow pass . Brandishing 
his gun , which was damp and useless , Harman challenged him with: 
'Come , Darby , you or I for it', whereupon the yeoman pulled aside 
and Harman dashed on , barely in time to escape the pursuing party. 
The sergeants ' guard fired a volley at him but he pressed on towards 
Lugduff with a contemptuous gesture and, crossing('the top of Lugduff 
Mountain , he reached Coomaderry Mountain on the opposite side 
of the lake where he sheltered in a deep cavern . He quitted this 
sanctuary during the night , and fortunately too, for a search 
party investigated the cavern next day. 

His succeeding activities are obscured and it is likely that he 
lay low for some time . Thomas , his greatest friend being now 
dead , there is a suggestion that Harman was anxious to leave the 
country, particularly since the hunt for him was greatly intensified. 
He associated himself with two Glenmalure men, Chn . Byrne and 
Wm. Burke. These two men were killed at Knockadroose in the King's 
River Valley , on which occasion Harman shot their slayer and made 
his escape. 

Eventually , worn out from continuous exposure and hardship he 
surrendered, probably in March 1801 , to Thomas Hugo of Drummin, 
now Glendaloch House , who drove him to Dublin . He and his brother 
Lawrence were inprisoned in Dublin and his ultimate fate is uncertain, 
although a belief existed that he had been transported , possibly 
to America. 

Lawrence Harman was kept in prison for 4₹ years before being transported 
on the 'Tellicherry ' to New South Wales as a convicted felon in 
August 1805 ; he had first been sentenced to death. 

Very little is known of Nicholas, whose name infrequently;áppears 
after a second proclamation in 1800. 

JAMES KAVANAGH : Merchant and Innkeeper , of Roundwood , is credited 
with having initiated Joseph Holt into the United Irishmen. The 
belief is ;ithat Holt , who was a friend and neighbour of Kavanagh, 
induced the innkeeper to administer the oath to him, which Kavanagh 
eventually did, though apparently with reluctance owing , apparently, 
to Holt's loquacity. 

Kavanagh was amongst the first in his district to join the movement 
and loyalty to his convictions resulted in the ruination of his 

- -business: - - - 
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JOHN BYRNE: - "Jack of the Brow", a United Irishman, was court-
martialled at Baltinglass for having aided the Insurgents and 
was offered pardon on condition that he enlisted in the service 
of the King of England. "He indignantly refused and said he would 
die before he would carry a musket to serve George the Third". 
It is thought that it was this man who was transported to New 
South Wales and who was servant to Joseph Holt there for ten years, 
returning to Ireland with Holt and others in 1814. 

It is likely that Byrne received his nickname from the "Monastery 
Brow" name given to the North slope of Derrybawn Mountain, where 
he may have lived. 

"DWYER'S BED": A rock shelter, high up oní,the south slopes of 
Coomaderry Mountain, is known traditionally by this name which 
would suggest that it was a frequent hiding-place of M1. Dwyer. 
In this, and the neighbouring hills and mountains there are 
numerous other places of concealment which are believed to have 
been much used by the Insurgents of '98 and the succeeding period. 

Many of them were mere natural clefts:, or rocky shelters and the 
shafts or tunnels of the lead workings with which the mountain 
faces near Glendalough are riddled, whilst some more would appear 
to be dug-outs or souterrams. 

Joseph Holt used a cave in the river bank on the side of Djouce 
Mountain. This was re-discovered and excavated in 1938 by Dr. 
Chas. Dickson, author of 'The Life of Ml. Dwyer'. 

Tradition locates a cave in the face of Lugduff, almost opposite 
Templenaskellig Church, as having been used by Dwyer and John 
Harman; a broken musket was found there many years ago. Three 
or four additional caves in the vicinity of the Seven Churches 
are also said to have been occupied by Dwyer and his companions 
at various times. St. Kevin's Bed, over hanging the Upper Lake 
was without doubt used by Dwyer on occasions. 

Scores of rock shelters are formed naturally by the scattered 
boulders near Luggala (Lough Lay), between cliff and lake. John 
Harman was in the habit of visiting the caretaker at Lugala House, 
with whom,he was friendly, and he (Harman) and Dwyer are positively 
associated with one of these shelters; a '98 musket was discovered 
in a shelter here in 1937. 

CASTLE KEVIN: A massive quadrangular carthen mound. Part of 
the foundations is all that remains of this ancient stronghold 
of the O'Tooles. The Ndrman, Piers Gaveson, obtained possession 
of the site and built a strong fortress here from which he could 
wage war against the Irish chieftains. The O'Tooles regained 
possession of the place and about the end of the 16th Century 
the castle was rebuilt by Sir Felim O'Toole, who, as a friend 
whom the young earl, Red Hugh O'Donnell had sought out after his 
first escape from Dublin Castle, treacherously betrayed his former 
fellow-prisoner and companion. The castle was attacked and destroyed 
by Cromwell. The site is about 1 mile south east of Annamoe.. 
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HISTORIC SITES , 

Royal Seats, scenes of historic w nts=battles, mass meetings; lii'stóric festivals, c€e. Location. 
Laanclowner. Historical or triiiional notes. 
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CURIOSITIES N= 

Curious objects, structures, monuments, landmarks, sights, etc. For example, Wishing stones 
or " chairs," frealcs of nature (i.e. grotesque rock formations)—in`fact, any scene or object 
which may be regarded as quécr, quaint or mirth-provoking. Location and description. 

Any store or legend to be 7 elated. 
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CUSTOMS, PATTERNS, ETC. 
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Brief account of old customs, traditional cures, etc.; still practised in the district. Pilgrimages 
to Hole Wells, Shrines, etc. Patterns. 

Juverna Press, Ltd. Dublin. 
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