


This year marks the 200th anniversary of the death of Michael Dwyer, the famous Wicklow 1798 Rebellion leader.  Born 
in 1772 in the Glen of Imaal, West Wicklow, Michael Dwyer is one of the most famous rebel leaders of the 1798 period 
and became known for his guerrilla warfare tactics in the Wicklow Mountains where he successfully evaded capture for 
many years. Known as the “Wicklow Chief”, Dwyer fought alongside General Joseph Holt at significant battles such as 
Arklow and Vinegar Hill and conducted numerous skirmishes against British forces from 1798 until late 1803. 
Imprisoned from 1803 until 1806, Dwyer was transported to New South Wales, Australia in 1806 where he remained, 
and continued to be a figure of some influence with the Irish community until his death on August 23rd 1825.

In honour of Michael Dwyer, the Michael Dwyer 200 committee was formed by the Arklow Municipal District to 
organise a programme to commemorate this important figure in Wicklow history. This committee is chaired by 
Councillor Pat Kennedy, with committee members from our county council heritage, library and archives services and 
also historical and community representatives. 

As part of the Michael Dwyer 200 programme, it is my pleasure to present the re-issue of this publication The Rebellion 
of 1798 in County Wicklow Education Pack. Originally commissioned as part of Wicklow County Council’s 
commemoration of the bicentenary of the 1798 Rebellion, this education pack will be distributed to all Wicklow schools 
and libraries. I am sure the excellent material in this publication will give a new generation of Wicklow young people an 
understanding of the 1798 Rebellion and an awareness and appreciation of the role of Michael Dwyer and his comrades 
in the history of our county.

Cllr. Melanie Corrigan 
Cathaoirleach, Wicklow County Council
June 2025

Wicklow County Council is proud to support the Michael Dwyer 200 commemoration programme, honouring our 
famous 1798 Rebellion leader Michael Dwyer and marking this important period in our county’s history. I am delighted 
this valuable and comprehensive education pack will be made available to the young people of Wicklow to foster an 
appreciation and understanding of our history and heritage for the next generation. 

Emer O’Gorman
Chief Executive, Wicklow County Council
June 2025

It is wonderful that Arklow Municipal District has co-ordinated this important programme to commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of the Wicklow Chief Michael Dwyer. I am grateful to all who have given their time and expertise to make 
this programme a success, especially the local communities who treasure and preserve the history of their localities.

Cllr. Miriam Murphy
Cathaoirleach, Arklow Municipal District
June 2025
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As chairperson of the Michael Dwyer 200 committee, I am proud of the programme developed to remember and 
honour our own Michael Dwyer. The programme includes an under-13s GAA match - the inaugural Michael Dwyer 
Memorial Cup, as well as a two-day event featuring guest lectures, the unveiling of a specially commissioned monu-
ment and a tour of Dwyer landmarks, and re-enactment event. I would like to offer my sincere thanks to Arklow M.D., 
the members of the Michael Dwyer 200 committee, the West Wicklow and Rathdangan Historical Societies and 
especially to the members of the community who supported this programme.

Cllr. Pat Kennedy
Chairperson, Michael Dwyer 200 Committee  
June 2025

Members of the Michael Dwyer 200 committee

Councillor Pat Kennedy (Chairperson) 
Leonora Earls (Director of Services/District Manager)
Alvina Brehony (Arklow District Administrator) 
Deirdre Burns (Heritage Officer) 
Margaret Birchall (County Librarian) 
Catherine Wright (County Archivist) 
Dr. Joan Kavanagh (Historian) 
Carmel O’Toole (Historian)
Pat Dunne (Community representative)
Anne Byrne (Community representative)
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