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 Introduction 

Wicklow County Council successfully applied for funding for the compilation of a Conservation 

Management Plan for Whitefield graveyard, Tinahely, County Wicklow. (Figure 1). Whitefield 

graveyard lies within the townland of Whitefield, civil parish of Kilcommon, barony of Ballinacor 

South in County Wicklow. The graveyard is located at the end of a farm road 1.7km east of Tinahely, 

its entrance is marked by a small granite signpost.  

Funding for the conservation plan was granted under Stream 2 of the Community Monuments Fund 

2021 which was administered by the Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage through 

the National Monuments Service (Ref: CMF21-2-WI003). A successful application was made for 

works outlined in the conservation management under Stream 3 in 2022 to improve access and 

interpretation of the site (Ref: CMF22-3-WI005). This report details the results of phase 1 

conservation works carried out between July and November 2022 which comprised a geophysical 

survey, rebuilding of the boundary wall, tree surgery and a topographical plan of the graveyard and 

headstones. 

This historic graveyard is under the management and ownership of Wicklow County Council. The 

church and graveyard are RMP sites with monument numbers WI038-016 Church and Graveyard 

WI038-016001 and are protected under the National Monuments Acts (1930-2014). S12 (3) 

notification under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014 in respect of proposed works at 

Whitefield was submitted in advance of works commencing by Yvonne Whitty (Licenced 

Archaeologist). Phase 1 works as outlined in the conservation plan are now complete. 

 

Figure 1: Site location Whitefield, Tinahely, County Wicklow. 
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1.1 Summary of Cultural Significance 

The site at Whitefield is now accessible following CMF Stream 3, 2021 funding approval. Improved 

access has increased awareness and appreciation of the cultural, historical and archaeological 

value of the site. It has also increased access to the site especially for older people who may not be 

able to walk the distance from the road. This in turn will keep alive the tradition and memory of the 

site for future generations.  

These sites are important historic landmarks which enable us to understand our history and culture. 

Historic graveyards such as Whitefield are reservoirs of information. There is the potential from a 

genealogical perspective for people worldwide who trace their ancestors to Whitefield to actually 

visit the grave of their family. This part of Wicklow contains the ancestors of the thousands that left 

Ireland as part of the Fitzwilliam Estate clearances between 1847 and 1856. Once the project is 

complete along with preserving such important archaeological sites, we will create an online record 

where emigrants can search for their family graves. Graveyards such as at Whitefield can provide 

a spin off for local tourism and increase an awareness for our heritage but only if well maintained 

and documented.  

Whitefield is part of a larger project and follows the template which was adopted at Preban 

Graveyard under the direction of Yvonne Whitty who is a local archaeologist. The names of 327 

people have been transcribed, eight different stone masons were identified with help from Chris 

Corlett of the NMS and three pieces of Neolithic Rock Art identified. All of this work was completed 

by a small group who also produced a two-part documentary, exhibition and booklet which has sold 

just over 200 copies locally. We also produced a podcast series for Heritage Week 2020. The 

podcast was downloaded over 120k times and was produced by The Irish History Podcast. This 

public outreach strategy drove people to the site whereby they could engage with our heritage and 

enjoy and appreciate the open-air art gallery of 18th sculpture on a headstone canvas. 

Since 2013 there has been a rapid increase in organized homecomings of the south County Wicklow 

diaspora. The completeness of the Coollattin records, combined with the online Catholic church 

records, allow a very complete picture of where and how their ancestors lived. A planned restoration 

and mapping of headstones in old burial grounds such as Mullinacuff (old), Whitefield and 

Ballymaghroe would complete the circle of knowledge. In the case of some of the burial grounds in 

south Wicklow the returning descendants of 19th century emigrants can only view from afar final 

resting places that have been reclaimed by nature. The restoration of these graveyards and the 
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transcription of information from the gravestones provide advantages over written church records. 

Firstly, they go back much further in time. And in most instances, provide links between the 

generations in any given family. These sites will also enable people to experience archaeology in 

what is an open-air museum. Whitefield has rich biodiversity and is carpeted in a sea of bluebells in 

spring. 

1.2 Objectives of the Conservation Management Plan  

➢ Provide an understanding of the historical significance of the monument within the 

local area and within the wider environment.  

➢ Provide an understanding of the current condition of the site.  

➢ Provide recommendations in relation to access, conservation and management of 

the graveyard, now and in the future.  

➢ Provide an understanding of the site as a sustainable tourism, educational and 

community asset.  

The Conservation Plan model was developed by James Semple Kerr in the 1980s. At its simplest, 

a conservation plan is a document which sets out what is significant about a place and what policies 

should be used to retain and enhance that significance for future use.  

 Methodology  

The Conservation Management Plan completed in 2021 was divided into a number of sections 

based on the research and site surveys carried out by a multi-disciplinary team involving an 

archaeologist, arborist, botanist conservation architect, and historian and was completed under 

CMF funding in 2021. Below is a summary of the methodology used to compile the report. 

➢ Archaeological Survey of Ireland  

➢ 1st and 2nd edition Ordnance Survey historic mapping  

➢ 1842 Coollattin Estate map (12 inches to 1 mile) 

➢ Aerial photographs available at www.osi.ie  

➢ National Inventory of Architectural Heritage at www.buildingsofireland.ie  

➢ Archaeological excavations bulletin at www.excavations.ie  

➢ Previously undertaken archaeological reports  

➢ Draft Wicklow County Development Plan 2021-2027 

http://www.osi.ie/
http://www.buildingsofireland.ie/
http://www.excavations.ie/
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➢ Secondary sources (see sources)  

➢ Specialist reports completed by; 

o Charles McCorkell- Tree Survey 

o Dermot Nolan- Chartered Engineer and Historic Buildings Consultant  

➢ Historical research completed by Kevin Lee and Jim Rees 

➢ Archaeological research and report compilation Yvonne Whitty 

The report and all works completed in 2022 are in accordance with a number of guideline 

documents:  

➢ ‘Framework & Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage’ issued by the 

Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht & Islands (1999) 

➢ Guidance for the Care, Conservation and Recording of Historic Graveyards issued by The 

Heritage Council (2011)  

➢ Architectural Heritage Protection – Guidelines for Planning Authorities issued by the 

Department of Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht (2011)  

➢ Conservation Plan – 7th Edition (ICOMOS Australia)’ by James Semple Kerr (2013)  

All recommendations set out in the Conservation Management Plan relate to the statutory protection 

and legislative framework of the National Monuments Acts (1930-2014) and the Heritage Act (2000). 

All monuments are protected under the National Monuments Acts (1930-2014). S12 (3) notification 

under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014 in respect of proposed works at recorded monument 

WI038-016 Church and Graveyard WI038- was submitted to the department before any works 

commenced on site at Whitefield. 

 Core Data & Legislative Background  

Whitefield Church and graveyard are in the townland of Whitefield, in the parish of Kilcommon and 

the barony of Ballinacor South, County Wicklow at ITM E705388, N 672942. The site is located in a 

secluded place at the end of a farm lane 1.7km east of Tinahely. 

Site name and location:  Whitefield historic graveyard- Townland- Whitefield 

ITM co-ordinates: E705388, N 672942 

RPS ref: The graveyard has not been entered into the Record of Monuments 
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and Places. 

RMP No: WI038-016 Church and WI038-016001 Graveyard. 

Government Policy 

Publications: 

1999 Framework & Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological 

Heritage. 

2011 Architectural Heritage Protection – Guidelines for  

Planning Authorities 

Table 1: Site details Whitefield. 

Comprehensive and systematic legislative provisions for the protection of the architectural, 

archaeological and natural heritage were introduced by government with the implementation of the 

Planning & Development Act in 2000 and subsequent amendments  

The 2000 Act set out the development plan as the basic policy document of the planning authority 

in which the overall strategy and specific objectives for sustainable development and proper 

planning within an area are set out (Grist, 2012, p. 11). The legislation requires that each planning 

authority renew its development plan every six years. The planning authority has an obligation to 

create a record of protected structures (RPS) including structures of architectural, historical, 

archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest. This record forms part of the 

planning authority’s development plan.  

In addition, the National Monuments Acts (1930-2014) protects monuments of archaeological, 

historical or architectural interest creating an overlap with the 2000 Act in the protection of structures 

of special interest.  

The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) was established under section 12 (1) of the 1994 

National Monuments (Amendment) Act and provides that the Commissioners (now the Minister) 

shall establish and maintain a record of monuments and places where the Minister believes there 

are monuments, such records to be comprised of a list of monuments and relevant places and a 

map or maps showing each monument and relevant place in respect of each county in the state. It 

is based on the older non-statutory Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) and information from 

county archaeological inventories. It records known upstanding archaeological monuments, the 

original location of destroyed monuments and the location of possible sites identified through 

documentary, cartographic, photographic research and field inspections. 
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Figure 2: RMP sites in vicinity of the graveyard at Whitefield (© Ordnance Survey of Ireland). 

A summary of these RMP sites is detailed below, information extracted from www.archaeology.ie 

RMP Number: WI038-016 

Classification: Church  

Details: Situated on a gentle to marked E-facing slope. Square enclosure (dims. 80m x 80m) defined 

by an earth and stone bank (Wth 1.8m) with drystone facing of identical character to the surrounding 

field boundaries. There are only about twenty headstones, the earliest dating to the early 19th century. 

No indication of the 'R.C. Chapel' marked at the W on the 1838 OS 6-inch map 

 

RMP Number: WI038-016001 

http://www.archaeology.ie/
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Classification: Graveyard 

Description: Situated on a gentle to marked E-facing slope. Square enclosure (dims. 80m x 80m) 

defined by an earth and stone bank (Wth 1.8m) with drystone facing of identical character to the 

surrounding field boundaries. There are only about twenty headstones, the earliest dating to the early 

19th century. No indication of the 'R.C. Chapel' (WI038-016----) marked at the W on the 1838 OS 6-

inch map. 

 

Further policies relating to historic burial grounds similar to Whitefield are outlined in The Draft 

Wicklow County Development Plan 2021-2027 which has specific policies related to historic burial 

grounds, Objective CPO 8.9: 

To protect and promote the conservation of historic burial grounds (those that are generally 

no longer in use but which may contain sites and features on the Record of Monuments and 

Places (RMP) and/or RPS) and support greater public access to these where possible (2021, 

p. 176). 

 Archaeological & Historical Background- Kevin Lee, Jim Rees and 

Yvonne Whitty 

Whitefield graveyard lies within the townland of Whitefield, civil parish of Kilcommon, barony of 

Ballinacor South in County Wicklow, 1.7km east of Tinahely. Whitefield church and graveyard were 

known as ‘Old Kilavaney’ church prior to the 1820’s. 

In order to understand why Whitefield was established as a church and burial ground it is necessary 

to briefly look back in history and the events which would have led to the building of a church at 

what is today the townland of Whitefield. The parishes of Annacurra and Kilaveney represent the 

much older parishes of Kilcommon, Kilpipe, with portions of Crosspatrick and Preban (Grattan- 

Flood, 1916, p. 62). Prior to the 1820s, it would appear that this townland was part of the now 

neighbouring townland of Killaveny1 . The earliest reference to ‘Whitefield’ was in the Tithe 

 

1 It should be noticed that while Killaveney now seems to be the accepted spelling, researchers should be aware of several variants – 

Killavany, Killavaney, Killaveny, etc. This report uses the various forms as they appear in the sources consulted. While this inconsistency 
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Applotment Books (NAI) as ‘Church Land, Townland of Whitefield in 1826’ (https://www.logainm.ie). 

In the Wicklow Grand Presentments in 1830 the name had been simplified to Whitefield (Price, 

p.208). It also appears as Whitefield in Griffith’s Valuations, divided into eight plots. As recent as the 

1970s, however, Brian Cantwell referred to the cemetery as Old Killaveny (Cantwell, graveyard 96).  

Whitefield was first mentioned in 1820 and as has been previously discussed is in the civil parish of 

Kilcommon. Whitefield townland is described in the Ordnance Survey Name Books as having ‘ a 

large Roman Catholic Chapel’ in the townland ‘bounded on the S. and W by a good road’ (p. 349). 

The present Church of Ireland at Kilcommon, 1.4km southwest of Whitefield was the original parish 

church where Catholics would have worshiped before the The Dissolution of the Monasteries 

between 1536 AD and 1541 AD by Henry VIII. Under King Henry’s orders all Catholic monasteries, 

priories, convents and friaries and transferred their lands to those loyal to the king.  

When Elizabeth I succeeded to the throne in 1558 AD, she continued the policy of a re-conquest of 

Ireland that would eventually result in the completion of the Dissolution in Ireland and introduced the 

Act of Uniformity of 1560, which made all church worship formally Protestant and all churches and 

lands were now part of the Anglican Church (Noonan, 2015, p. 26).  

Church sites such as at Kilcommon were either refurbished or else left in ruins and a new Protestant 

church built in its place elsewhere or within the grounds of the churchyard. However, both Catholics 

and Protestants continued to bury their dead within the old parish church grounds, as is the case at 

Kilcommon which is a mixed graveyard.  

Kilcommon (St. Coman’s Church) was a valuable prebend in the diocese of Ferns till the 

close of the 16th century. Rev. Nicholas O’Cullen, circa 1575, was the last Catholic pastor 

under the old regime. He was reported to the Government by Bishop Ram in 1612 (Grattan- 

Flood, 1916, p. 62). 

The main societal division stemmed from the Reformation of the 16th and 17th centuries when the 

new state-sanctioned Protestant church benefitted economically, while those who remained faithful 

 

does not lend itself to easy reading, it follows best practice in being faithful to those sources.  
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to Catholicism were punished by a series of draconian legal measures which became known as 

Penal Laws. These laws were passed following King William of Orange’s victory over the Catholic 

King James at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690. 

The Penal Laws were an attempt to force Irish Catholics and Protestant dissenters to accept the 

new Anglican Church. These laws were added to and became particularly stringent in the reigns of 

William and Mary (1688–1694), William III (1688-1702) and Anne (1702-1707). The reasoning 

behind these apartheid measures was the belief that Catholics owed allegiance to the pope rather 

than to the head of monarch and were not to be trusted in the event of Catholic France or Spain 

declaring war on England. 

Catholics were not allowed to practice their religion and so this led to Catholic worship taking place 

in penal churches at Whitefield or ‘Old Killavaney’ as it was then known2,. Priests said at mass rocks, 

private houses or Mass Houses. In Wicklow in in 1731 the following mass houses are recorded;  

one each at Bray, Castlemacadam, Glendalough, Newcastle, Threemilewater, and two are recorded 

at Arklow, Delgany, Rathdrum and Wicklow (Corlett & Hicks, 2018, p. 41).  

The aim of the Penal Laws was to eradicate Catholicism from Britain and Ireland, but in reality, what 

they mainly achieved was the transfer of property from Catholic ownership to Protestant ownership. 

In fact, many of the laws – such as imprisonment, banishment and even execution of Catholic clergy 

– proved ineffective, although many atrocities did occur. Also, in times when British troops were 

stretched to the limit, as during the American Revolution and the French Revolution, legislation was 

passed to remove some of the more draconian, and unworkable, Penal Laws in the hope that 

Catholic Irish would join local militia and other corps formed to defend Britain from attack. It was 

probably during a relaxation of these laws that the ‘Old Killavaney’ chapel was built in what is now 

known as the townland Whitefield.  

‘Rev. Murtagh Brennan was P.P. of the district from 1687 to 1712. He registered himself, in 

1704, as Parish Priest of Kilcommon, Kilpipe, Crosspatrick, Preban, and Carnew, residing at 

Rosbane. He died in 1712’ (Grattan- Flood, 1916, p. 62). 

 

2 ‘Old Killavaney’ presumably this is to distinguish between the ‘New’ Killavaney church which was built by 
Father Hore and consecrated in 1844. 
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Father Brennan was Parish Priest of the district in 1880 and will be discussed in further detail in the 

following paragraphs. 

It was not until the Catholic Emancipation Act (1829) that the last of the discriminatory laws were 

repealed and Catholics were free to build churches and schools and plan for the future with 

confidence.  

The graveyard at Whitefield/’Old Kilcommon’ is marked and listed as plot 7 in Griffith’s Valuations, 

containing 2 acres, 1 rood 7 perches. In the mid-1970s, Brian Cantwell found only seven memorials, 

but that was mainly due to the very poor state of neglect at that time. Fifteen years later, in 1990, it 

was described as ‘situated on a gentle to marked E-facing slope. Square enclosure (dims. 80m x 

80m) defined by an earth and stone bank (width 1.8m) with drystone stone facing of identical 

character to the surrounding field boundaries. In 1990 only about twenty headstones were 

identifiable, the earliest dating to the early nineteenth century’ (Grogan & Kilfeather, 137).  

We are not the first group to recognise the significance of Whitefield Graveyard. A local group in 

1990 pioneered the clearance of the graveyard under local man Paddy Murphy. An altar and several 

wooden benches, serving as pews, were erected for open-air Jubilee Mass in 2000, which was 

celebrated at the site by Fr Ray Gahan, PP, and Fr Thady Doyle, CC. 

 

 

Plate 1: Stone plaque erected in Jubilee year 2000. 
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Plate 2: Seats from the Jubilee Mass and memorial stone to Paddy Murphy. 

In 2019 a comprehensive record of epitaphs at Whitefield was compiled by Cíarán O’Byrne. He 

photographed and listed 22 headstones. He has also compiled a list of the individuals named. 

Following on from Ciarán’s work and as part of this phased of works the local CE scheme along with 

volunteers from the local community cleared the graveyard and Triona Dormer, Jack Lynch and 

Yvonne Whitty documented and photographed a total of 46 headstones which are detailed in 

Appendix 3 . The earliest grave dates to 1802 and is in memory of Henry Byrne. 

 

 

Plate 3: Earliest inscribed Table tomb headstone. 
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Old Killaveny Chapel (now known as Whitefield) 
 
The earliest depiction of Whitefield is on the Jacob Neville Map of 1760 (Figure 3). A chapel is 

depicted either in or bordering the townland of ‘Kill-av-eny’. Kilcommon church is shown as in repair, 

the present Protestant church, was built upon this site in 1820. 

 

 
 

 

 

Figure 3: Jacob Nevill Map 1760  

(© The Board of Trinity College 

Dublin). 

Source:https://doi.org/10.48495/4f16c45

6j 

 

Figure 4: First edition OS map 1838 (© 

OSI). 

 

https://doi.org/10.48495/4f16c456j
https://doi.org/10.48495/4f16c456j
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The OS map of 1838 also clearly shows a substantial building marked ‘R.C. Chapel’ in the west side 
of the graveyard. In 1839 it was described as ‘a large Roman Catholick chapel’ (Ordnance Survey 
Namebooks, p.349). 
 

 

Figure 5: Coollattin Estate Map 1842 (Scale 12 inches to 1 mile).  

The Coolattin Estate map shows clearly the outline of the old church which was, prior to 1843, used 

as a place of worship (Figure 4). 
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Figure 6: Third edition map 1908-09 (© OSI). 

By the time of the third edition map in 1908-09 although the graveyard is labelled there is no 

depiction of the church (Figure 5). 

The ‘old chapel’ at Killavaney (now Whitefield) was one of several within the Catholic parish of 

Annacurra. Although we do not know exactly when it was built, we know that the last Catholic pastor 

of Kilcommon which would have been the original parish church before the Dissolution of the 

Monasteries in the 16th century by Henry VIII was the. Rev. Nicholas O’Cullen. Cullen was still 

administering to the needs of his parishioners circa 1575 before he was reported to the Government 

by Bishop Ram in 1612 (Grattan- Flood, 1916, p. 62). There is no trace of the original parish church 

at Kilcommon and the present Church of Ireland known as Kilcommon Church which was built in 

1820 now occupies the original medieval church site.  

 

It was after 1612 presumably that the penal era church at ‘Old Kilavaney’ (today known as 

Whitefield) was built to provide a place of worship for Catholics living in the town of Tinahely and 

the surrounding areas.  

 

The next registered Catholic Parish Priest for ‘Old Killavaney’ was Rev. Murtagh Brennan from 1687 

until his death in 1712. Father Philip Furlong took over as Parish Priest following the death of Father 

Brennan until 1734 when Father Michael Kennedy took over. We know that there was a chapel at 

‘Old Killavaney’ in 1760 from an examination of Jacob Nevill’s map (Figure 3). Father James 

Brennan, who appointed the parish priest of Annacurra in 1780 would have served mass in the penal 
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era church at ‘Old Killanavey’. He was a local man who lived with his two sisters Catherine and Ann, 

in the townland of Tubberpatrick, on a 55-acre farm.  

 

 

The churches at ‘Old Killavaney’ (known as Whitefield today) and Annacurra were destroyed by 

local loyalists in the aftermath of the 1798 Rebellion. The church at Killavaney was burned by the 

local yeomanry on 11 November, 1798. In September that year the thatched church which Father 

Brennan had built in Annacurra had suffered the same fate.  

 

The Tinahely area was particularly unsettled during that period. 

 

‘There was quasi-Orange organization in Tinahely boasting 151 members who styled 

themselves the ‘True Blues’ from which a large supplementary yeomanry corps was raised 

under the command of local zealot Henry Moreton … apparently a separate body from the 

gazette [i.e. ‘officially] Tinahely Infantry commanded by his brother James. ‘(Ó Donnell, 121). 

 

The unofficial status of the Tinahely True Blues meant that they had a free hand to wreak havoc 

whenever and wherever they wished in the area. They were not trammeled by rules of war or military 

discipline. They were sectarian in origin and in purpose. Ó Donnell adds that they ‘gained a 

reputation for ferocity that resulted in the destruction of the village [of Tinahely] in June 1798.’ (Ó 

Donnell, 121). 

While the 1798 rebellion is often described as an attempt to break the political link with England. It 

was fueled by the success of the American Revolution (1776-1783) and the more recent French 

Plate 4: Plaque inside Saint 

Kevin’s Church Killavaney which 

details all the Parish Priests from  

1687. 
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Revolution (1789) which overthrew the French aristocracy. However, the high ideals of ‘Rights of 

Man’ and Liberté, Equalité, Fraternité were soon lost as old local feuds turned political aspirations 

into a civil war characterized by religious affiliation – Catholic nationalist and Protestant loyalist. 

There is a tradition that Father Brennan never recovered from the shock of having his two churches 

burned to the ground. Prior to his death Father Brennan had rebuilt the church at ‘Old Killaveney’ 

which is today known as Whitefield. The cost of replacing/restoring the church amounted to almost 

£200. The money for carrying out the work was raised by public subscription and was augmented 

by a grant from Earl Fitzwilliam (Plate 5). 

When Father Brennan died in 1801, he was buried in the old graveyard of Killaveney (Grattan-62-

3), now Whitefield. Local history records that his remains were interred in the centre aisle of the old 

church. During a clean-up of the graveyard in 2009 the removal of briars, bracken and undergrowth 

revealed a limestone memorial which was mounted on six granite pillars which local tradition has as 

the final resting place for Father Brennan (Plate 6).  

The chapel having been rebuilt was in use until the 1840s, when Father Thomas Hore was appointed 

parish priest in 1841, in succession to Father Charles O Brien. Father Hore set about building the 

present St. Kevin’s church, 0.9km north-east of Whitefield graveyard. On 20 April, 1844, St. Kevin’s 

was consecrated by Bishop Keating and the old chapel was abandoned (Grattan-Flood, 63). No 

mention is made of the old chapel or its ruins in Griffith’s Valuations, although the graveyard is 

recorded.  
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Plate 5: This record from the Coollattin Estate Memorandum books tell us that the cost of rebuilding 

Whitefield church was £191.6.2. The government contributed £37.19.0, Earl Fitzwilliam gave £50 

and the parishioners raised £85.15.0 

 

Plate 6: Possible location of burial place of Fr. Brennan (red arrow).  
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Father Hore was a charismatic individual who, in 1850, spoke to a crowd estimated in excess of 

2,000. He had let it be known in advance that he intended to recruit as many parishioners (and 

beyond) as possible to accompany him to begin new lives in America. This was in response to the 

horrific potato famine of the late 1840s, and the people had no reason at that time to believe it would 

not return. The local police had reason to believe that what he would say would be more likely than 

not seditious and his speech that day was recorded (Rees, 1994, pp. 51-54). Because of the crowd, 

the meeting was held outdoors, in a large field in Whitefield immediate opposite St. Kevin’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father Hore’s speech as extracted from: A farewell to Famine (Arklow, 1994) pp.51-54 by Jim 
Rees: 
 

Sunday, June 2nd, 1850 was a day of religious observance as all Sundays were in 

the parish of Killaveny. On this particular Sunday, however, there arrived a 

congregation such as had never been seen in the tiny parish church before or since.  

They came from miles around to hear not so much the service as the sermon, for this 

was the day that Fr. Hore had promised he would address his parishioners on his 

intentions of taking those who wished to accompany him to America. They used 

whatever means they had at their disposal to be there on time.   

 

Among those present was David Lynch, a native of Cork. Lynch was a member of 

the Irish Constabulary, the military-style police force, and it was his job to record the 

essence of Fr. Hore's sermon and to report it to his superiors who would then pass it 

on to Dublin Castle, the hub of British rule and administration in Ireland.  There the 

Plate 7: Fr. Thomas Hore, parish priest of Killaveney, who replaced the old 

Whitefield church with St. Kevin’s in 1844. He gave an impassioned speech 

in Whitefield in 1850 in a successful effort to entice hundreds of his 

parishioners to emigrate to America with him (Rees, 1994) [photo: Jim 

Rees collection]. 
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sermon would be examined for anything that smacked of sedition. Fr. Hore did not 

disappoint them. As Lynch's report is the best - probably the only - account we have 

of that remarkable occasion, it is reproduced here verbatim. It will be noticed that 

throughout he spelled the name Hoare. Other unusual spellings are as they appear 

in the original. 

 
Tinahely, June 3rd, 1850. 
 I beg to state that I attended Divine Service on yesterday at the R.C. Chapel 

at Whitefield.  After Service the Rev. Thomas Hoare P.P. addressed a numerous and 

mixed congregation who had assembled for the purpose of hearing him explain his 

views for giving up his parish and emigrating to America and the reasons which 

induced him to leave this country, etc. 

 Mr. Hoare commenced by saying that he had promised on a previous 

occasion to explain to his parishioners his views for leaving this country for America 

as it might seem strange to them that a man of his age and position in the country 

should think of doing so. - 

 He then stated his reasons were chiefly these: - That he commenced his 

mission in America where he remained many years and therefore was more 

competent to judge the relative interests and prospects of both countrys. - That he 

done so as he had the permission of his late Bishop and to encourage younger 

clergymen as well as the laity of this country to follow his example, believing as he 

did that the clergy were required more there than here and that the mass of the 

people would benefit their condition by going there, as he (Mr. Hoare) saw no hope 

of their prospects improving by remaining in this country but the certainty of inevitable 

ruin should they remain. 

 He then proceeded to dwell in forceable language on the contrast that existed 

between America and this country stating that the independence, prosperity and 

comfort which the American people enjoy while in this country there exists misery, 

degradation and starvation. 

 [He] Said that he believed the people had in great measure initiated these 

evils on themselves thro their Party animosity, bigotry and ill-will which they 

entertained towards each other, that such had been the curse of Ireland, the evil 

consequences of which left Ireland and Irishmen as they were - 'the bye-word and 

scorn of all civilised nations' - that Catholic as well as Protestant were alike to blame 

for keeping alive those feelings of animosity towards each other. That England 
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always fostered it and by which she was able to make use of either party at her will 

for her own purposes. 

 He then said that as this was probably the last time he would address them 

on this subject he would speak to them freely and went on to say that Ireland had to 

thank England and English legislation for all the miseries and sufferings which this 

country had endured and under which it still suffered. That he was no Prophet, but 

that he could see that at no distant day England would suffer for her misgovernment 

and ill-treatment of Ireland. That it was a notorious fact that England was at present 

despised and distrusted by nearly every nation in the world and had not scarcely a 

friendly power in Europe to assist her in the event of a war which every day 

threatened her. That her Irish subjects were every day flying from the country in 

thousands and he believed and trusted that the tide of emigration was only 

commencing to flow - That the time would come when England would want Irishmen 

to aid her in her battles but would not have them to get; that the downfall of England 

was certain at no distant day and that Ireland too would sink with her. 

 He then dwelt for a long time in describing the climate, soil, etc. of America; 

the comfort and prosperity of its inhabitants, etc - and mentioned as a mark of the 

growing prosperity of the former emigrants from this country the vast sums they were 

daily remitting to their friends at home to enable them to join them, and quoted several 

cases of individuals with whom he said he was personally acquainted, who in a few 

years became men of independence and fortune, and who, if they (had) remained in 

this country would never have been anything better than paupers.  

 That their lands were free soil, no rent, Tithe or tax to pay – save 

county..(illegible)...  - that there was no such thing as bigotry known there, that there 

every man might worship his God in the form he liked, without incurring the ill-will of 

his brother man, as was unfortunately too often the case here where man made God 

and His Scripture the causes of ill-will and hatred instead of love. 

 He went on to say that he intended leaving this country about the 

commencement of September next and that he would that day commence to take 

down a list of the names of such as were willing to accompany him, as by going with 

him it would be a great saving to them as he intended to charter a vessel if he found 

he had as many ready to go as would enable him to do so and that he expected each 

applicant would be ready to deposit the sum of 10 shillings as a guarantee to him 

and as a portion of their passage money. 
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 [He] Said his place of destination was the State of Ohio remarking that it was 

one of the best in the Union for climate, soil, etc. – that he intended to purchase land 

there himself and hoped to be able to form a colony there of his own people. 

 Mr. Hoare then concluded by exhorting all such as could accompany him to 

do so if they valued their own and their families future welfare and as he believed 

there was not the slightest hopes of doing good by remaining in this country but on 

the contrary inevitable destitution. 

 About 2,000 persons were present, many of whom came a distance of seven 

and ten miles. I understand that about one hundred persons gave down their names 

with the intention of accompanying Mr. Hoare and it is supposed that from six to 

seven hundred persons will leave the country with him (Outrage Report, NAI). 

 

 Site Inspection 

A number or site inspections were undertaken by various consultants from differing disciplines in 

order to identify any ecological issues which may arise with future conservation/ other works and 

were detailed in the conservation report for this site in 2021. 

The site of this Penal era church was completely overgrown, and the headstones and location of 

the church ruins were concealed by vegetation in 2021. The laneway was filled with potholes and in 

a poor state of repair. Following the successful CMF grant under Stream 3 2021, and with the help 

of the Community Employment Scheme in Tinahely the graveyard and access lane were cleared. It 

was then possible to complete a record of the memorials and to identify the footprint of the church 

at Whitefield in 2021. 
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Plate 8: Before and after vegetation clearance Whitefield. 

5.1 Archaeological Site inspection- Yvonne Whitty 

The graveyard is located on a gentle east facing slope within a square enclosure 80m x 80m. All 

sides of the enclosure are earth and stone lined by trees and hedgerows which is, 1m high and on 

average 1.8m wide.  

The western part of the enclosure adjacent to the laneway is a dry-stone wall in poor repair and is 

impacted by tree roots. The southwest corner has been repaired in recent years. The access to the 

graveyard is through two granite pillars and a wrought iron gateway. This however does not appear 

to be the original entranceway which may have been at the southwest corner of the site and a low 

mound may be the remains of a ditch/pathway which defined the entrance path to the church (Plate 

12). 
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Plate 10: Before and after laneway access, it is now possible to drive and park at the graveyard 

which is especially important for access for elderly people. 

 

Plate 9: Entrance to Whitefield Graveyard. 
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Plate 11: Footprint of T-shaped church facing southeast. 

 

Plate 12: Graveyard view facing northeast, note the low banks (white arrow) which may mark the 

original entrance to the graveyard. 
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Once the vegetation was cleared it was possible to identify the footprint of a ‘T-shaped’ church. The 

T-shaped church is aligned east-west, 26m in length and with a north and south transept extending 

off the chancel for a distance of 37m. The width of the nave and transepts are 5.50m. As is the case 

at Kilmurray the chancel projected slightly to accommodate the altar. The chancel was located in 

the western part of the building. 

Churches in the penal era were generally thatched as is recorded at Annacurra which was built by 

Father Brennan and burned during the 1798 Rebellion. These thatched chapels were vernacular in 

style and used locally available materials including stone and mud and comprised a random rubble 

stone construction. Towards the end of the 18th century when the Penal Laws relaxed the churches 

were built in two main styles: ‘Barn Church’ and ‘T-Shaped’ churches (Noonan, 2015, p. 108).  

By the mid-eighteenth century the ‘T-shaped’ chapel became the preferred design. This style of 

design originated in Scotland and spread to Ulster where it was popular with Catholic and 

Presbyterian congregations and quickly spread throughout Ireland (Corlett & Hicks, 2018, p. 45). 

One of the oldest examples of a surviving T-shaped Irish Catholic chapel is at Kilmurry, County 

Wicklow. This chapel has been wonderfully documented in recent years (Corlett & Hicks, 2018). 

The footprint of both Whitefield and Kilmurray as depicted on historic mapping is almost identical. 

Kilmurray appears to have been constructed in the 1780s or 1790s. 

The north and south transept were built to accommodate larger congregations and to provide a 

better view of the altar (Noonan, 2015, p. 38). 

Graveyards often developed beside these churches, as is the case at Whitefield, however the 

Catholic community continued to use the graveyard associated with the medieval parish church, in 

this case Kilcommon. A large burial ground surrounds Whitefield, however only 44 headstones were 

inscribed, the earliest dating to 1802. There are however as many more grave markers, and it is 

interesting to note that there is a concentration of grave markers at the northern corner of the site. 

This suggests that the graveyard may have developed some years after the chapel itself was 

constructed given the date of the inscribed headstones which for the most part date to the mid-19th 

and 20th century and are a mixture of ‘table’ tombs, ledgers and upright headstones (Plate 13). 
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Plate 13: Bluebells in Whitefield graveyard facing northeast. 

 

Plate 14: Granite stone cross and note the low grassy mound which may define the original entrance 

to the graveyard. 
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A complete record of the memorials is attached as Appendix 3 to this report. A graveyard plan along 

with GPS surveying of the headstones was also completed and is attached as Appendix 2. A large 

granite stone cross is located at what may have been the original entrance to the graveyard and low 

grassy mounds may be the original entrance pathway to the church (Plate 14). The granite cross 

and does not appear to be a headstone as there is no inscription visible. 

Although there are several 19th century headstones carved by unnamed masons and signed 

examples from later years which are noted on the headstone inscriptions in Appendix 4., there is 

one headstone which can be assigned to the stonecutter William Higgins, dating to 1816 based on 

its carving style (Plates 15-18). These stone masons were professional stone cutters whose work 

and skill were highly sought after as can be seen in the quantity and quality of the headstones in 

historic graveyards around Wicklow. At Kilcommon there is an abundance of late 18th century finely 

carved headstones. 

The Higgins headstone at Whitefield is similar to that found at Preban. Higgins’s work is mainly 

found across the southern part of the county in graveyards such as Castletimon, Glenealy, 

Glendalough, Macreddin, Preban, Rosahane and Mullinacuff and now Whitefield (Corlett, 2015, p. 

100). His headstone inscriptions usually start with ‘Erected by’. At Whitefield the headstone 

decoration comprises a temple with scrolled capitals frames, containing a naïve figure of Christ 

whose side is pierced with a spear and a ladder is also depicted within the temple. Two angels are 

visible at the top of the headstone, holding the keys to the gates of heaven. The temple is flanked 

by a chalice and eucharist, monstrance, and thurible. All of this is framed by a scroll and the words 

‘Gloria in Exclsis Deo’ adorn the top of the headstone. 
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Plate 15: Headstone 42 William Higgins for Thomas Doyle dies 1816. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 16: Close up figure of Christ, headstone 42 William Higgins. 
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Plate 17: William Higgins headstone Preban, County Wicklow. 

 

Plate 18: Headstone 42 carved by William Higgins, Whitefield, County Wicklow. 
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 Summary of Works Completed Phase 1 2022 

The works completed at Whitefield follow government-issued advice from the following documents.  

➢ ‘Guidance for the Care, conservation and Recording of Historic Graveyards’ issued by The 

Heritage Council (2011)  

➢ ‘Architectural Heritage Protection – Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ issued by the 

Department of Arts, Heritage & Gaeltacht (2011).  

S12 (3) notification under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2014 in respect of proposed works 

at recorded WI038-016 Church and Graveyard WI038-016001 was submitted in advance of works 

commencing by Yvonne Whitty (Licenced Archaeologist). The notification also included a method 

statement which was approved and all works were supervised by Yvonne Whitty.   

This section summaries the works as detailed in phase 1 of the conservation plan for Whitefield 

Graveyard between July to November 2022.  

➢ Tree Surgery 

Tree surgery as detailed in the conservation plan completed for the project in 2021 was undertaken 

by Lucas Tree Services in October 2022. This involved the removal of three trees, dead trees, 

faulted stems, crown reduction and stripping ivy from specific trees as identified by the arborist in 

the conservation. All work was conducted by a qualified tree surgeon and waste was removed out 

of the site, including the waste from previous works left in the centre of graveyard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 19: Tree surgery Whitefield. 
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➢ Geophysical survey of site to define the footprint of the church and any pathways that 

may be present at the site for interpretation panel and to identify if the paths if present are 

suitable for reinstatement if appropriate. 

 

A geophysical survey of the graveyard was completed in October 2022 under Licence 22R0288 and 

the results as extracted from the geophysical survey are detailed below (Appendix 1, page 4). The 

resistance survey was greatly affected by ground disturbance from animal burrows especially in the 

north of the graveyard. 

Resistance Survey Results (Plate 20) 

‘In the north of the data there is a broad amorphous area of high resistance readings (1). 

This response has no clear pattern and is the result of a large badger set. No archaeological 

interpretation within this largely disturbed ground can be provided.  

To the south of (1), an area of levelled ground with underlying gravel material has a series 

of wooden benches. This is where the original church is believed to be. There is a low 

resistance response (2) which extends from the graveyard entrance and encloses the 

wooden bench area. The low resistance response (2) most likely results from the underlying 

gravel material and is not indicative of structural remains. The responses recorded reflect 

the more recent activity.  

A spread of high resistance (3) at the south-western corner of the data corresponds with a 

banked area which extends up to the graveyard wall. The high resistance response most 

likely reflects this banked material and archaeological interpretation is unclear. This may 

represent more recent activity.  

Linear trends (4) in the data may represent former boundary features. Further linear trends 

(5) appear to correspond with a low bank which runs east to west. Further faint linear trends 

(6) appear to be perpendicular and may also represent former boundary features.  

To the west of (6) there are several high resistance responses of potential interest. The high 

resistance response (7) has a rectilinear form, and it is possible that this represents structural 

material. Further responses and trends (8) also have a rectilinear pattern. It is possible that 

structural material is represented here’ (Leigh, 2022). 
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Plate 20: Summary interpretation of geophysical survey results Ballymaghroe. 
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➢ Repair western boundary wall.  

In order to repair the boundary wall, the removal of vegetation, shrubs, and nearby trees subject to 

appropriate ecological and arborist requirements was undertaken. Repairs/necessary re-building 

was carried out- as per recommendations in attached report completed by chartered engineer and 

historic buildings consultant Dermot Nolan detailed in the conservation report completed in 2021 

(Whitty, et al., 2021). 

 

Methodology of Conservation Works 

The vegetation on the wall was killed off and then the dead material was removed by hand prior to 

re-pointing with lime mortar. Initially it was thought that this was a dry-stone wall, however upon 

examination it was originally bound with lime mortar which had washed out from its joints. 

 

Plate 21: Washed out mortar. 

Extensive rebuild was required along the wall given that it was collapsing in places. Build-up was 

undertaken using field stone that was available on site. 

Eroded mortar joints were cleaned and dampened with water prior to the beginning of re-pointing 

works. The eroded joints were filled with lime-mortar and following initial stiffening of the mortar, the 

joints were brushed back to expose the aggregate. The mortar type used in the conservation works 

at was 1 part Natural Hydraulic Lime (Otterbein, NHL 3.5) to 3 parts sharp well-graded sand (5mm 

down).  



Summary of works at Whitefield Graveyard, Tinahely, Co. Wicklow CMF22-3-WI005 

 

34 

 

Small masonry voids were apparent where small stones had fallen out. These were filled where 

necessary with locally sourced stone which was available on site. Flaunching of the wall-top was 

undertaken to stabilise loose stones and prevent water ingress into the walls.  

Fresh work was covered with hessian until suitable hardening had taken place and to protect it from 

over-drying in the wind and over-wetting in the rain. 

 

Plate 22: Stone wall rebuild at Whitefield. 

 

Plate 23: Before rebuilding works. 
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➢ Iron gate repairs 

Finin Christie, a traditional blacksmith experienced in conservation carried out repairs as detailed 

below to the gate.  

 

 

Plate 24: Iron Gate repairs by Finin Christie. 
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➢ Topographical survey to create graveyard plan including church location, headstones and 

pathways. 

The location of the existing headstones was recorded by J. M. Leigh Surveys Ltd which was 

matched with the headstone recording undertaken in 2021 (Appendix 2 and 3). GPS points 

of the headstones was taken and are attached as Appendix 2, this data will be submitted to 

the GIS department in Wicklow County Council for uploading to the graveyard database which 

is currently being compiled. 

 

Plate 25: GPS recording of headstones. 
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Plate 26: Headstone plan, Whitefield. 
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 Conclusion 

This report details conservation works which were carried out at Whitefield Graveyard, Tinahely, 

Co. Wicklow between August- November 2022. Whitefield graveyard lies within the townland of 

Whitefield, civil parish of Kilcommon, barony of Ballinacor South in County Wicklow. The graveyard 

is located at the end of a farm road 1.7km east of Tinahely, its entrance is marked by a small granite 

signpost.  

This historic graveyard is under the management and ownership of Wicklow County Council. The 

church and graveyard are RMP sites with monument numbers WI038-016 Church and Graveyard 

WI038-016001 and are protected under the National Monuments Acts (1930-2014).  

A methodology for the conservation works was devised based on information in a Conservation 

Management Plan completed by the author in 2021 which was funded by the Community 

Monuments Fund. A method statement for conservation works was submitted and approved by the 

National Monuments Service in July 2023.  

Funding for the conservation measures at Whitefield was supplied by the Community Monuments 

Fund (CMF22-3-WI005). The works were carried out by Eoin Walsh Roofing and Construction, Luas 

Tree Services, JM Leigh Surveys Ltd and Finin Christie Blacksmith under the supervision of Yvonne 

Whitty Licenced archaeologist and Deirdre Burns (Heritage Officer, Wicklow County Council). 

In summary the works comprised a geophysical survey, repair of entrance gate, topographical plan 

of the gravestones and tree surgery. The main aim of the geophysical survey was to confirm the 

location of the church within the graveyard and to identify any pathways in the graveyard. The 

resistance survey has been greatly affected by the ground disturbance from animal burrows, in 

particular in the north of the graveyard and the gravel surface at the location of the church as 

depicted on the first edition map in 1838 and Fitzwilliam Estate map in 1842. It was not possible to 

detect structural remains at this location, however based on cartographic analysis and the 

topography which preserves the outline of the church we can assume it was located in this area. At 

the southwest corner a series of high resistance rectilinear responses were recorded which may 

represent the location or be associated with a small rectangular building depicted on the first edition 

map in 1838. There are several trends depicted in the survey which indicate that the graveyard may 

have had a different layout with a possible boundary running east to west across the graveyard.  
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The location of the existing headstones was recorded by J. M. Leigh Surveys Ltd. There is now a 

full photographic record and GPS coordinates of along with transcriptions of all the headstones at 

Whitefield. These will be added to a GIS graveyard database which will be hosted by Wicklow 

County Council. The restoration of these graveyards and the transcription of information from the 

gravestones provide advantages over written church records. Firstly, they go back much further in 

time. And in most instances, provide links between the generations in any given family..  

The wall and iron gate have been repaired and this has improved access to the site where it is now 

used as a pocket park where people come to sit in a peaceful tranquil setting. The graveyard has 

rich biodiversity and is carpeted in a sea of bluebells in spring, the cutting regime based on 

ecological guidelines has enhanced this aspect of the site. 

It is expected that a final phase of works will be carried out in 2023 subject to CMF funding and 

approval.  

Proposed Works 2023 based on successful CMF application 

➢ Graphic designer to create panel for graveyard based on results of geophysical survey 

and reconstruct what the site may have looked like and QR code. 

➢ Graphic designer to create interactive booklet containing details of headstones and 

historical background of site which will be showcased as part of Heritage Week 2023. 

➢ Upload all data to GIS graveyard website hosted by Wicklow Co Council. 

➢ Display all information on Our Wicklow Heritage website. 

➢ Podcast exploring the graveyards which have received CMF funding. 

➢ Graveyard tours for heritage week. 
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