
!1

Ba
lly

m
u

rr
in

  

Q
u

a
ke

r  
Fa

rm
st

e
a

d

1668 
2018 

350 years ago Quakers came to Ballymurrin 
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People Called 
Quakers 
• Came to Ireland from the 1650s 
• Families were in Dunganstown and Kilmacow, 

Redcross in 1662 
• Ambrose Judd, Dunganstown, and Anne 

Eves, Kilmacow, were married in 1667. Their 
first child, Robert, was born at Ballymurrin in 
1668. There is a document of that time to 
show this.  

• In 2018, the farmstead will have been lived in 
for 350 years. We shall have a party to 
celebrate…  

Who were/are these ‘People Called 
Quakers’? 
• Believed that GOD is within everyone 
• Stood up for EQUALITY amongst people 
• Committed to PEACE, against wars, violence 

of any sort 
• Took CARE of poor families, especially during 

the famine, when they set up soup kitchens 
• Valued SIMPLICITY, avoided decoration  
Why did they come to Ireland? 
• They were not allowed to meet and pray 

together in England from 1662 and expected 
that it would be quieter in Ireland, but they 
were wrong…They refused to pay taxes to the 
established church and were put in gaol. They 
recorded all these ‘sufferings’ but it took until 
1689 before they were allowed to practice 
freely what they believed 

Were there many Quakers in Wicklow? 
• Based on registered births there were about 

50 births to about 50 couples, so there would 
be about 150 Quakers, young and old, 
between 1661 and 1700. 

Where did they meet? 
• In homes around this area, in Brittas, 

Clonmannon, Ballymurrin, Cullen, Kilpoole, 
Ballinteskin, Ballinacarrig,Wicklow town…A 
Meeting House was established in Wicklow 
Town for monthly meetings at Thomas 
Trafford’s house in 1669. 

Quakers were called  that way, they did not choose it. 
It became widespread and they accepted that name 
as well as ‘Friends, The religious society of Friends’…
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Life in Ballymurrin 300 
years ago… 
• The farm at Ballymurrin Lower was over 200 acres, 

leased in perpetuity from the Earl of Rosse of Birr 
Castle, and Milltown Rathnew. 

• Ambrose and AnneJudd built up Ballymurrin, 
produced a large family; nine children, over twenty 
years. Some children died young; Robert, their first 
child, died aged four.  

• Ambrose died in 1727 aged 94 years. His wife, Anne, 
died two years before him aged 86 

• They built dwellings and farm buildings, developing 
their farm over a period of about fifty years 

• There were horses - a means of travel to Wicklow 
and neighbouring houses - and working horses to 
plough and sow the land. They had cows and 
sheep and pigs; and poultry, hens and ducks and 
geese. They grew barley, wheat, oats. and veg and 
fruit in the kitchen garden. They needed to be self 
sufficient. The farm was large enough for a forge to 
be built in the farmstead to look after horses and 
farm implements. 

• There were at least three families living in the 
farmstead, and many children. They would have 
had prayer meetings at the house.  

• We know that William Bates was born in Stepney St 
Dunstans East End of London in 1635. He was a 
carpenter, and his wife Anne and five children lived 
in Ballymurrin for ten years. He probably organised 
and built most of the buildings in Ballymurrin during 
that period. He was put in Wicklow Gaol, at the 
Black Castle, with twelve other Quakers in Wicklow 
for attending a meeting in 1671.  

• In 1681, Elizabeth Bates married Anne Judd’s 
brother, Mark Eves, a permanent family link. 

• Her father, William, left that year with the rest of his 
family to go to America. With five other families from 
Ireland, they set up a township in Newton Creek 
inWest Jersey on land set aside for Irish Quakers by 
William Penn, who that year founded Pennsylvania 
by making peace and  paying for the land. (Twelve 
thousand pounds for 100,000 square miles…) 

• William Bates became a senior administrator in the 
West Jersey government. One of his daughters 
married an ‘Indian girl’ He died in 1700 and is buried 
in the Newton Quaker Burial Ground. The Bates 
Association are proud of his stay in Ireland

Above: This image from the Quaker Historical Library, gives a good 
impression of a Quaker meeting perhaps in the nineteenth century. 
Quakers were known for the particular way they dressed;  
women well covered-up wearing bonnets, men wore rather fine clothes 
with hats- The bonnets are plentiful, the men’s hats characterful, the seats 
look uncomfortable, the men and women sit grouped together 
Left: in background: a Quaker bonnet from collection, also  in Quaker 
Historical Library. This one was kept in a leather covered box of three.

Ballymurrin is close to the sea, but not far from the Wicklow Uplands, seen in this view
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Visiting the Farmstead 

1 The First Farmstead, top left 
This building was in ruins, hidden under 20 years of ivy 
growth, until we cleared it up two summers ago. It 
told us that it was a farmstead, a complete building 
for animals, farm implements and including a small 
dwelling. We think this was the first building of the 
Quaker; very soon after they built a larger, two storey 
building, another farmstead.  
2 The second farmstead, top right 
This time it had a two storey, two roomed dwelling, a 
forge for the farrier (blacksmith), to look after horses 
and carts with a massive walk in chimney, and 
another part for storing carts and farm implements. 
The upper floor had a bedroom and a loft space. 
3 The cow shed 
Some of this building was built very early in the life of 
the farmstead, the lower part with its curved, arched 
entrance to the farmyard. It was enlarged to 
accommodate four different levels, one for calves, 
we think, and the other three with stalls for feeding 
and milking cows. 
4 The Stables 
This building too was among the first on the site, 
judging by its stonework. It had a large opening for 
animals as well as carts. There is a cart buried under 
storage which we might attempt to restore. The 
lower part has a tack room for saddles and stable for 
horses with an overhead loft which fed into the main 
space.  
5 The farmyard becomes courtyard 
All these buildings are centred on what would have 
been a large farmyard. It was divided into two parts 
when the main house was built, to allow for a kitchen 
walled garden. 
Other farm buildings 
We know from the 1901 census that there were many 
other buildings. The full list is as follows: 
2 stables,1 coach house, 4 cow houses, 2 calf 
houses,1 dairy,1 piggery, 1 fowl house, 1 Boiling 
House, 1 barn, 1 shed, 1 forge. 
The census did not include the privies, outside toilets, 
which are still there.  

❶ The First Farmstead

❶ The First Farmstead

❷ The Second Farmstead
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Visiting the Farmstead 
Outside 
6 The Main House, picture below 
As the farm became established successfully the 
Main House was built, with a symmetrical front, but 
unlike similar buildings of that time, it had no classical 
decoration around the door or windows. This was a 
choice of Quakers to keep their buildings without 
‘unnecessary’ classical detail. The house was built in 
the late sixteen hundreds.  
7 The Dower House,’granny flat’, far end below 
The Dower house, the last two bays, four windows,  at 
the north end would have been built in the early 
seventeen hundreds, with some very pretty details 
inside; the staircase, the windows and the archway 
upstairs. The dower house was an extension,to 
facilitate the older parents and pass on the main 
house to a younger generation.

Above, and above, right: Stables building encloses 
the ‘Farmyard ‘. It is now a garden where the walled 
garden used to be. 
Below, right: The pink front of the building is the Main 
House. It was  built after the farmsteads, before 
1700, It is a substantial house with four large rooms. 
The four windows at the far end were a ‘dower’ 
house where the grandparents lived as the younger 
family took over the farm. The thin white line shows 
the extent of the main house attached to the dower 
house. The dower house had direct access only 
from the Main House. Now it has its own front door in 
the gable end and a private garden. Tulips below, 
are fully opened in early May.



Visiting the 
Farmstead 
Outside 
6a The Main House - at the rear, right 

From the back it can be seen that the building 
was set into the hillside to reduce the impact of 
prevailing westerly winds. The area behind was 
dug back more recently to allow for a sheltered 
patio and access to it from the kitchen.  
The extension at the rear allows for a twisting 
stair into first floor and room for a bathroom. The 
chimney stack at the centre is unusually large 
and serves the parlour/living room as well as 
the large walk-in chimney in the kitchen, and 
the other large one is a central stack for the 
second farmstead, serving the forge and the 
self contained dwelling. 

Indoors 
8 The Forge in the second farmstead 
This is one of the most interesting places in the entire 
farmstead. The forge, where the farrier (blacksmith) 
would use a very hot fire a bellows and an anvil to 
shape iron pieces as horseshoes, and to brand sheep 
with a red hot identification letter as well as to repair 
carts and ploughs. The chimney sits on a rough hewn 
tree trunk built into the wall on either side. it is made 
with a framework of timber poles and cross pieces then 
filled in with a lattice of woven hazel  and daubed with 
clay bonded with straw. The internal surface was 
covered with cow dung to repel any build up of soot. 
The space left clear in the lefthand corner above the 
tree trunk accommodated a large bellows  which was 
used to superheat the fire and make iron malleable. 
The position of the stairs, far right, replaced a hoist area 
for lifting sacks of barley, wheat, oats upstairs and into 
the loft, which still has most of its original roofing 
timbers. The picture at far left comes from the Diderot 
Pictorial Encyclopedia of Trades and Industry. It shows 
an ‘enclosed medieval style forge from at least the 
18th century.’ with giant bellows and large canopy. 
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Indoors 
8 The living quarters in the second 
farmstead, pictures right, and below 
This room had been left unused for a very long 
time. In reality the damage done by age and 
neglect affected mainly improvements made 
to make the living quarters more comfortable. 
Underneath the surface the original hand 
planed (with an adze) beams are intact and 
the inglenook fireplace had been covered up 
for centuries, but remained intact behind the 
wall. The canopy and hearth had a connected 
bread oven, image, right, made in brick but 
closed up from this side. The dome of brick is still 
undamaged and the original opening can be 
seen from the opening in the Forge 

Above: In the loft above the forge,  
original timbers survived 

Above; original timbers in the living quarters, second farmstead. 
This area was a ladder access to bedroom, now closed off.

Above; inglenook fireplace had been boarded up for perhaps two hundred 
years. Soot on the walls is original. Right: bread oven, original opening was  from 
living quarters ; the bricked up entrance can be seen on the wall,above right. 
…Christmas lights would NOT have been a Quaker tradition…
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Indoors 
9 The kitchen in the main house, right 
This was and  is the most important place in the 
house where everyone met on workdays, ate, 
and no doubt drank beer in front of the 
evening fire. The beams of the ceiling are 
original, although the secondary joists were 
replaced in 1927. The stair appears to be a later 
addition as one of the beams was cut to get 
sufficient headroom. A ladder stair was 
probably there originally. The fireplace is barely 
changed except for the stove in the centre. A 
huge oak beam spans across. There is a stone 
domed bread oven in this fireplace, still in good 
condition, right. The photograph, far right was 
taken in 1990. 

10          The Parlour in the main house, right 
The parlour was a more formal room in the 
house for meetings and entertaining visitors, 
probably not used every day but kept as ‘best’ 
room. It has changed somewhat over the 
years, The doors are original but made higher 
at some stage. The inset cupboard beside the 
fire is original. Windows are replacement but 
the shutters are original and match the doors 
and the cupboard. The ceiling has been 
replaced . It would have been lath and plaster 
when built. Proportions are pleasing in this 
room, generous and airy. Ceiling height in this 
room is 200mm (8 inches) higher than in the 
kitchen, about 2.6 metres or 9 feet high. It is 
possible that the room was panelled in its 
original form in common with many other 
formal rooms elsewhere of that time.

The parlour, above, has changed. with a modern inset fire, and a boarded ceiling, but the proportions remain 
and the panelling on windows, doors and cupboard are all  matching. Opinions about what was kept in the 
cupboard differ. It has been suggested that that this would have been used as a hot press for sheets and so on, 
or perhaps more likely as a store for documents and minutes of meetings held in the room.
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Indoors 
11 The Old Milking Parlour 
This is a ‘posh’ name for the cowshed which 
was a long, derelict building when we came. 
We decided to give it new life as rental tourism 
accommodation, self-catering. We had to re-
roof entirely, and recreate the interior, although 
without losing the sense that in former times it 
had been a cowshed. Pictures show: 
Far left:  interior showing the open plan,high 
roof and cowshed walls with masonry divisions 
of the cow stalls. Roof was replaced with same 
materials, but included roof lights 
Upper left: The entrance area/ living room 
Below, left: original derelict condition of the 
cowshed  

12          The dower house, pictures below 
The dower house was altered, to provide 
tourism accommodation. It is self-contained 
although it is an integral part of the house. The 
main room has lovely proportions and the 
staircase is beautiful. The arched entrance on 
the landing was previously the corridor through 
to the main house, for now a second bedroom. 
The connecting door is retained, hidden in wall.

Above: basic decoration even found it’s way into the 
Quakers’ window surround… 
Left: elegant, simple staircase with refined 
balusters and gentle curve to allow light into the well.

Right: archway 
into landing has 
been filled in with 
doorway to 
make bedroom 
Right,below 
Original panelled 
door leads from 
living room to 
hallway. The 
‘peep’ window 
brings light 
through from 
hallway 



Double rainbow over the hill, called ‘Doll’s Rock’, looking over the Ballymurrin Upper  lands farmed by 
Quakers from 1668 to1874 

Philip and Delphine Geoghegan | Ballymurrin Quaker Farmstead | Kilbride | Wicklow | A67 PX56  | Ireland: tel: +353 404 48206<ballymurrinquakerfarmstead.eu>

http://ballymurrinquakerfarmstead.eu
http://ballymurrinquakerfarmstead.eu

