MAKING LOCAL HISTORY EVENT – SAT 4TH NOVEMBER 2017. WHERE TO NEXT? GROUP WORKSHOP. 
Local historical societies in Wicklow
Q1

What do Wicklow local historical societies do well? Please list
· Keep alive local traditions and create awareness of a  locality’s history

· Give a context to the locality 
· Provide a platform for local research,  local speakers and historians

· Produce good quality journals – a local archive of information
· Socialising: Provide a network for historians and those with similar interests and an opportunity to  tap into nostalgia for the older ways 
· Spear-head  commemoration projects and events

Q2

What are Wicklow local historical societies struggling to do? Please list
· Attract new members and younger audiences at meetings and talks

· Engage modern methods for promotion and communication i.e. websites and social media

· Source good quality speakers
· Co-ordinate with other societies to avoid competing for speakers and clashing with dates and themes

· Make best use of local resources and archives.  

· See the bigger picture: Lack of larger historical context when writing about local events.  
· Achieve a consistently high quality of research in journals.

Strengthening the role of local historical societies 
Q3

 Are there opportunities for local historical societies in county Wicklow to work collectively for a common purpose? Explain how this might happen
· More coordination around dates and themes of events to avoid clashing.
· Work together to host a heritage month.

· Input collectively to radio programmes.

· A common project, such as the Greenway in West Wicklow – working on signage, etc together.

· A shared database of speakers

· An annual event or regular meetings of all societies together – more of a workshop element, rather than just speakers.

· Work together to develop a local historical society county-wide structure. 
· Develop a county journal or magazine
Q4.

Are there opportunities for local historical societies to collaborate with other local community groups e.g. schools, Tidy Towns groups, chambers of commerce? Describe 
· Tidy towns/ chambers of commerce to input to  history boards
· Pure Mile groups – to assist compiling information

· Schools/ transition year students – assist short-term history projects.

· Opportunity to develop a school’s history day with awards to recognise good projects.  
· Universities:  Historical society could work directly with students on relevant research projects.

· Greater collaboration with archaeologists (professionals and through third level institutions)

· Societies should get involved with annual events and festivals such as the  La Touche Legacy in Greystones

· Local historical societies could work with local writers groups

· Local historical societies should input to local community/ parish newsletters 
Q5

Any ideas for how local historical societies can attract new audiences and stimulate a wider interest in history among the public
· Social media is key to promoting the societies for both new membership and advertising events and journals. 
· Working with schools would help raise awareness of the societies among the younger generation – perhaps get involved with the GAISCE awards.  
· Local history societies could input more to a history programme on national (e.g. Newstalk) of local radio.  
· The overlap of history and archaeology might bring in interest from the archaeology field and attract those interested in archaeology.  
Supports for Local Historical Societies.
Q6

What supports (e.g. training, financial, networking, IT/ web based, policy framework) would help your local historical society to work more effectively and attract new audiences. Please describe. 
· Education & Training in social media skills; recording oral history (interview skills & sound and video recording and editing), website development and IT generally.  
· Research and writing skills – could perhaps be achieved through working with a local writing group.

· Professional editing support for  journal production 

· An annual event, supported by WCC and ideally involving a school group.

· Funding for societies

· Have a local history month

· More archival resources online.
Q7

Are there opportunities for local historical societies to make greater use of existing supports available through Wicklow County Council or elsewhere e.g. Our Wicklow Heritage, County Council archives and local studies collections in libraries. Explain.
· OWH website: local history groups need to engage more with this to promote their societies by submitting articles and content. 

· All historical societies should engage with opportunities offered by National Heritage Week and Culture Night

· Branch libraries: good resource. Would be beneficial if they provided micro-film readers and inter-library loan for the local studies resources (films, etc).  
Any other ideas/ suggestions/ comments?
· Host an annual History event

· Develop a training programme

· Develop a county museum

· Hold an annual competition

· Local History month

· County Journal/ magazine

