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OTHER SOURCES

▸ Local History Journals 

▸ Newspaper Archives: irishnewsarchive.com 

▸ National Library of Ireland: nli.ie 

▸ Lawrence Collection can be viewed at catalogue.nlie.ie 

▸ Irish Historic Manuscripts: celt.ucc.ie 

▸ Local Libraries

http://irishnewsarchive.com
http://nli.ie
http://catalogue.nlie.ie
http://celt.ucc.ie
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LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

▸ Local knowledge can provide unique insights into your area 

▸ Oral History Network of Ireland (founded in 2010: 
oralhistorynetworkireland.ie  

▸ Objectives include: 

▸ Providing a forum 

▸ Promoting the value and relevance of oral history 

▸ Formal network for the community
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PLANNING AN ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

▸ Focus: What is the major theme / historical event / point 
that you are hoping to capture and why? 

▸ Research: Desk based research needs to be carried out on 
theme and additional events 

▸ Review the Research: What are the major themes that 
emerge

Source: Oral History Network Ireland
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THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN COMMISSIONING AN ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
▸ How much time does the project have? 

▸ How many people will be recorded? 

▸ How will you record them? 

▸ What type of copyright will be established? 

▸ What will the end result be? 

▸ How will the recordings be stored? 

▸ Will they be transcribed / how will they be organised? 

▸ Will they be reviewed by the interviewee?

Source: Oral History Network Ireland



BEFORE THE INTERVIEW 

▸ Who do I want to interview? 

▸ Why do I want to interview them? 

▸ What do I want to find out?
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COPYRIGHT

▸ What type of copyright will you have?  

▸ What type of copyright will your interviewee have? 

▸ Who will access these recordings? 

▸ Create a Consent and Copyright Assignment Form
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INTERVIEWING SKILLS

▸ How to create a good interview environment: 

▸ Small quiet rooms 

▸ Soft furnishings 

▸ Create a space where the interviewee is comfortable 
and relaxed 

▸ Interviewee with back to at least one wall
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ROLE OF INTERVIEWER

▸ Not an interrogation, more of an exploration 

▸ Show interest 

▸ Maintain eye contact 

▸ Reassure - nodding, try not to reassure verbally 

▸ Empathise where appropriate 

▸ Avoid disagreeing or arguing 

▸ Be relaxed and measured
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REMEMBER

▸ Talk less and listen more 

▸ Allow the interviewee to go at their own pace 

▸ Try to establish detail but never pressurise 

▸ Never contradict the interviewee
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GOOD INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

▸ Open, simple, neutral 

▸ Can you describe …. for me? 

▸ What was that / were they like? 

▸ What did it look like? 

▸ What did you think about that at the time? 

▸ What happened then? 

▸ What do you remember about that?



ABARTA HERITAGE

AFTER THE INTERVIEW

▸ Copyright and consent - form should have been given to 
interviewee prior to the interview. Interviewee to sign it 
after the interview. 

▸ Return the room to its original arrangement. 

▸ Don’t rush away. 

▸ Reassure and thank the interviewee. 

▸ Leave your contact details.
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AFTER THE INTERVIEW
▸ Upload and back up the interview immediately  

▸ Check for recording issues 

▸ Interview review and consent - paperwork, defamation, illegal activity, 
retracted information 

▸ Field notes 

▸ To transcribe or not to transcribe - general rule of thumb is one hour of 
audio = 4 / 5 hours of transcription 

▸ What to transcribe 

▸ How will you organise your material 

▸ How much information do you intend to give future users
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GOOD SOUND RECORDING

▸ Has no background noise 

▸ Has no static sound 

▸ Has no humming (computer noises / mobile phones) 

▸ Has crispness and clarity 

▸ Is loud enough 

▸ Has both parties in balance
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QUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE YOU PUBLISH

▸ What will you publish, how will you publish and why? 

▸ Do you have permission to publish? 

▸ How will the interviewee feel and what will be the impact of 
publication on them? 

▸ How are you referencing your interviews? 

▸ Who is your audience? 

▸ Will this do harm? 

▸ Who profits?
Source: Oral History Network Ireland
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ARCHIVING

▸ Select a trustworthy, reliable archive 

▸ Who has access to the recordings 

▸ Archiving in a library is recommended 

▸ Does your paperwork reflect transfer to a third party? Does 
archiving transfer ownership / copyright?

Source: Oral History Network Ireland
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SUMMARY OF THE LIFE CYCLE OF AN ORAL HERITAGE RECORDING PROJECT

▸ Research 

▸ Record 

▸ Editing 

▸ Archiving 

▸ Publication

Source: Oral History Network Ireland
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FURTHER INFORMATION

▸ oralhistorynetworkireland.ie - Oral History Network of 
Ireland 

▸ oralhistory.org.uk - Oral History Society 

▸ oralhistory.org - Oral History Association 

▸ gaahistory.com - GAA Oral History Project 

▸ clarememories.ie - Cuimhneamh an Chláir



Our Wicklow Heritage: countywicklowheritage.org


