
What is Open-air Rock Art? Where Do We Find It?

Cupmark

Cup-and-ring motif
Distribution map of rock art sites in County Wicklow. 
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What is W.R.A.P.?

3D model of rock art from Carnew (WI047-018)(Shown in Meshlab). 
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Open-air rock art is a prehistoric art carved
into rock outcrops and boulders in the
landscape. The art is abstract and geometric,
consisting of cupmarks, radial lines, and cup-
and-ring motifs.

It is difficult to date, but it is thought that it could 
be as early as the Middle Neolithic period, more 
than 5000 years ago. In Wicklow there seems to 
have been a particular interest in cupmarks, 
and many rock art panels in the county are 
decorated exclusively with scatters of these 
carved circular depressions.

The Wicklow Rock Art Project (W.R.A.P.) was 
established to look at ways of protecting and 
promoting open-air rock art in a sustainable 
manner. In many ways open-air rock art is a 
hidden art — there is a lack of awareness of its 
existence and a lack of knowledge as to how it 
should be dealt with when encountered. This 
can lead to accidental damage or even the 
destruction of these sites.

The Wicklow Rock Art Project aims to redress this 
by recording known sites using a technique 
called photogrammetry. This involves taking a 
series of overlapping photos of a rock art panel, 
which are then processed by specialist 
software to create 3D computer models of the 
art. By raising general awareness of open-air 
rock art, and by facilitating virtual access to 
these sites, it is hoped that the project will lead 
to further identification of new sites, but also, 
and perhaps more importantly, that it will 
encourage people to identify with the rock art 
in their area, and help to cultivate a sense of 
guardianship towards this hidden art.
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W.R.A.P. aims to encourage virtual visits to
these sites, many of which are inaccessible for
a variety of reasons. However, if you do visit
these sites please remember:

Threewells (WI034-030). © Ken Williams

,

• Always ask the landowner’s permiss ion
prior to entering their land.

• Always leave everything as you find it.

Contact DetailsMany of these panels are obscured by
vegetation and moss and lichen growth.
Removal of biological growth can cause
greater damage to the rock surface, so:

W.R.A.P.

• Never remove lichen or grass sod covering
the panel.

• Never use metal tools or stiff bristle
brushes to clean the rock surface.

• Never use chalk or other substances

to

National Monuments Service

outline the carvings.
• Never move panels from their original

location.

Many of these sites require patience and
repeated visits at different times of the day
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see the art. However, with our 3D models you
can see the art online whenever you want.
(For further information on the rock art code see
www.wicklowrockartproject.com)

W.R.A.P. is a UCD Seed Funded Project 
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        www.facebook.com/WicklowRockArtProject

website:   www.wicklowrockartproject.com
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