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Foreword

After the outstanding success of our first Journal last year, it gives me
great pleasure to introduce this the second edition.

We hope it will be as successful as last year's issue, which found its way
to many countries around the world and can now be found in the libraries
of Trinity College, U.C.D,, U.C.C., Edinburgh, Oxford and Cambridge Univer-
sities among other places.

I would like to thank all those people who commended us on our first
issue, it is much appreciated and makes our society’s work all that much more
enjoyable

Since our last edition we have set up an archive in which we keep books,
documents, maps, folklore items ete. relating to the area. If you have anything
you wish to contribute we would be glad to hear from you. This material will
be stored for future generations as well as for our benefit. We are especially
interested in items relating to Laragh village as we have uncovered very little
relating to it so far.

The production of this booklet has once again been made possible by the
outstanding genercsity of our Patrons by which*we have alleviated much of
the substantial cost of printing.

I must take this opportunity also to commend all our contributors who
took the time to write and reaseareh the articles you are about to enjoy. We
are indebted to them all.

Finally, and most importantly, | must thank our hard working editorial
team who have once again produced the goods in fine style.

Happy reading,
Sean Kavanagh
Chairman R.D.H.ES.
December 1989
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How Synnotts Corner
Got It's Name

Synnntts Corner is a well known landmark just north of Roundwood at
the turn-off for Newtown, and newer residents of the area often ask how it
got its name.

The reason is very simple for it was once the site of a shop owned by
the Synnott family of Newtown.

The Store was built about 1910 to cater for the influx of workers who
came to work on the construction of the North Reservoir at Roundwood, which
began in 1908.

My father, Mick Hayes was Manager of this store for many years, and
others who worked there were Kit Brady, John Ferguson and Tom Timmons.

It was a General store and meat, groceries, drapery, hardware, medicines,
coal, paraffin, animal feeds, cycle parts etc. were sold there. | remember the
sugar-cane came in 2cwt. bags which had to be packed in small lots. The
butter came in 56 |b. boxes and the tea also came in boxes or chests. The
lighting in the store was provided by petrol lamps.

The store had about 70% credit customers which meant a lot of book-
keeping at which my father was excellent.

The store was a wooden structure and its end came in the early 1940's
when it was destroyed by fire. Houses are built on the site now but almost
50 years later the memory of the little shop which served the people of the
area during the boomtimes of the Reservoir construction and the economic
depression of the 1930% lives on in the name “Synnotts Corner”.

Mick_Hayes



The Valley of the Two Lakes

With mountains rugged and lakes serene
And richest verdure ever seen.

lines about what will always be to me one of the most breathtaking and
inspiring places of natural beauty anywhere. And I do not exaggerate when
stating this for | have gazed on other vistas of scenic beauty in lands beyond
the shores of our beloved Green Isle.

Glendalough - the Valley of the Two Lakes - a storehouse of rich verdure
and captivating natural grandeur, has fascinated me ever since I first strode
across its grassy sward. There in this sheltered glen in the Wicklow Hills,
some thirty miles fram Dublin, the saintly Kevin and his holy monks lived,
prayed, worked and died.

Here also the sage and plous St. Laurence O"Toole entered the Monastery
of the City of the Seven Churches at the early age of twelve years, and began
a life of service to his Creator that culminated in him being chosen Abbot
of the monastic settlement, and, in 1162, Archbishop of Dublin. Incidentally,
our own beautiful church in Roundwood perpetuates the memory of this great
occlesinstic.

Rare indeed must be the person who does not at least feel a twinge of
emotion when visiting this hallowed spot for the first time.

St. Kevin's monastery was established about 530 A.D. after he had passed
the age of fifty, according to some authorities. His paternal uncle, St. Eugenius,
to whom he went for more advanced religious studies, had opened a school
at Kilnamanagh, in the parish of Glenealy, north-east of the town of Rathdrum.
Eugenius told him that he would like Kevin to succeed him as principal at
the school.

MMMMMMMWO(M.W'N.M
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of a mile wide. It is a valley closed
in by lofty precipitous mountains, and in the western part of this valley towards
the south he found a lake enclosed between two mountains. For seven years
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It was probably Kevin's intention to remain separated from the outside
world and to spend the remainder of his years in prayer and meditation, but
God had planned otherwise. His sanctity attracted much attention and he soon

Europe.

According to local chronicles, the city was destroyed by fire on nine
occasions between 775 and 1071. It was pillaged by the Norsemen on four
occasions (in §84, 985, 1012 and 1016) and was devastated by flood in 1174,
But its greatest catastrophe was when the Dublin-based army of Richard II
plundered and burned it in 1398, leaving it in smouldering ruins. In spite
of all these misfortunes, the See of Glendalough preserved its independence
and maintained direct relations with Rome until the end of the 15th century
Actually, Glendalough was an independent diocese from 1107 until 1214, when
it was united to that of Dublin. But there is still a Bishop of Glendalough
- he is auxiliary Bishop of Posnan in Poland!

Bishops of Glendalough were recorded from 1107, After St. Kevin the
greatest was St. Laurence O"Toole, from 1153 to 1161, when he was appointed
Archbishop of Dublin (before he was thirty years of age). The City of the Seven
Churches endured until the 17th century Its buildings then became ruinous
and would have deteriorated beyond repair but for the Office of Public Works,
which restored them in 1873

The ruins of this ance great monastic settlement are spreadeagled around
the upper and lower lakes and the history of it can bo traced in them - from
St. Kevin's original establishment there, through its Golden Age and the
plundering of the Danes and Normans, and to its desertion in 1398. The ancient
gatehouse of the Monastic City is sited near the Glendassan River, and faces
almost opposite the Royal Hotel (built in the 19th century).

The earliest monastic site Temple-na-skellig a small oratory, is on a rock-
shelf above the Upper Lake. Behind it is a wall, erected as a protection from
avalanches of snow and stones from Mullacor Mountain.

Nearby is Reefert ("a burial place”) Church and the burial ground of the
O'Toole Clan. This was used as a monastic church until later times, according



to archaeologist, George Petrie. The oldest church - that of Our Lady - is
not far from the Round Tower by the Lower Lake. In the churchs nave traces
of ing can be seen,

Longest of all the churches is the cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul with
its 10th-century Romanesque nave. This measures 58 ft. long and 30.ft. wide,
and has a 12th-century chancel. It was in use as a cathedral up to the time
Glendalough was merged with Dublin in the 13th century

Also within a short distance is St. Kevin's Church (or Kitchen), It is a
fine example of the characteristically Irish stone-roofed oratory developed from
the beehive-shaped buildings called clochans. Its stone roof-vault is built on
the corbel principle. All the walls have a delicate inward batter precisely an
inch and a half to each face, a refinement of most early medieval work in
Ireland.

From 1810to 1850 it functioned as a parish church. The round tower belfry
is an addition, though of early date, and the isolated round tower, 103 feet
high, dates from the 9th or 10th century.

Close to the road to Laragh is Trinity Church, a small primitive structure,
once the Church of St. Mocherog (grandson of Brachan, King of Britain). It
supported a 60 ft. belfry, which collapsed in a storm in 1818. St. Saviour's
Priory, the most recent of all the structures, was founded by St. Laurence
OToole in 1162. Its Romanesque nave and chancel have gorgeous seulptures
and floral decorations,

“he fragmented ruins of St. Kevin's Church are mentioned in the Annals
of 1163. The city was then set on fire. It stands outside the caiseal (stone-
wall enclosure). They were hidden below ground level and forgotten until
discovered in 1875,

Glendalough, probably Ireland’s most historical site, is the magnet that
each year attracts tourists, historians and archaeologists from all over the
world. It is also a place of exquisite natural beauty and a spot where one
can feel that much closer to Almighty God - its creator.

Leo Bowes

Roundwood and District Historical and Folklore Society are
indebted to all our patrons for the generosity and goodwill

extended to us, and we look forward to a mutually beneficial
association with them in the future.




Glendalough House

lMMmMMHmdDmmMumdMamm
In Annamoe and its environs he was feared and hated - not least for his
methods of dealing with rebel activity. Legend has it that suspected insurgents
were tied to trees on his estate and executed - a legend that would seem to

slaughterhouse” and a window, six feet above ground level under which Hugo
dined - out of sight of rebel gunfire - is still there, a reminder of the bitter,
brutal past.

A new chapter in the life of Annamoe opened in 1838 when Thomas
Johxmn&mboughtdnﬂummuﬂoimmdhwymnbou:.n

mother, also from tuberculosis eight years later, the five orphans found a home
with their cousins, the Bartons at Glendalough House. One of the five orphaned
Childers was a lad of fourteen named, Erskine who with his cousin, Robert
C. Barton would figure prominently in the shaping of Irish history. The
bereavement of the young Childers was eased somewhat by becoming part of
a family with whom they had very close ties and by the enchantment of the
place to which they had come to live. Glendalough House - as it was now
named - was & long low granite building with a stable wing at right angles
to it and a Victorian gothic extension incongruously tacked onto its southern
end. The whole house was a series of extensions added on for various reasons
including the provision of a nursery as well as more accommodation for the
young English cousins. The Victorian gothic facade was built across a laneway
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passion which he himself described modestly as “an hereditary predisposition
to the sea”. In fact, his life-story is one great love-affair with the sea and
sea-craft. His last great exploit under sail - the arms-smuggling run in his
yacht, “The Asgard” in July 1914 - has become part of the Jegendary history
of the foundation of the Irish Republic. In 1921, as Chief Secretary to the
Irish Delegation that negotinted the Treaty with Britain, he is said to have
been mistrusted by some delegates, notably Michael Collins and Arthur Griffith
who feit that he was spying on them for De Valera. He bitterly opposed the
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s €S8,
he was always wise and sympathic. He died in 1920 while I was in gaol and
is buried in the family plot at Derralossary”.

appreciated.
William Rochford's son, Dan now takes his place and has spent all of his
working life on the Barton Estate, now under new ownership.
The “wings" that constitute the older section of Glendalough House remain
much as they have done for over a hundred-and-fifty years, retaining the charm
and well-lived-in feeling of generations of family life. The Victorian gothic

Annamoe in 1801. Robert Barton, on hearing it was to be broken up following
the demolition of the chapel and old priest’s residence, asked the contractor
to give it to him for preservation. Its inscription reads: “In Domino Confido
1801 CLP" The letters “C.LLP" have puzzied many scholars, In fact they
are an abbreviation of “Christopher Lowe, Pastor” who was the Parish Priest
at the time the church was built.
GmeammtwnthuﬂWm
and to those whose skills maintained the estate for generations. Their labours



us to John Doyle, the estate forester since his early teens. He was one of
the Doyles of Drumeen and uncle of the young Bartons' companion, Din.

His loyaity and cheerful companionship were without rival. His services were
often used by George Booth of Laragh House because his work was so good
and his “planting thumb” so green. He had a fund of fascinating stories and
traditions. One of these was the story of Crooks, an unfortunate individual
who was garroted at the far end of the “white plains”, just inside the wood.
John Doyle alone knew the spot where Crooks was buried and showed it to



General Joseph Holt

How did it come about that Joseph Holt, a Protestant, should have been leader
of the Wicklow rebels in 1798?

Joseph Holt's ‘history’ may not be History writ large but then the history of
1798, as ropresented by Gordon, Musgrave, Teeling and others may be suspoect and
lacking in objectivity.

In his ‘history’ Holt never actually denies in so many words that, prior to the
burning down of his farmhouse at Mullinaveige, near Roundwood, he had been
secretly enlisted asa United Irishman; and one might say that, being demonstrably
an ambitious man, a man with an eve to the main chanece, it would be surprising
if he hadn't. The defeat at Vinegar Hill, in mid June, still lay ahead and, at that
time, the prospects for victory looked auspicious. Indeed victory would still seem
to have been on the cards until the surrender of General Humbert's forces on Sep-
tember 4th or even later, until the capture of Woife Tone on the ‘Hoche' on October
21st. 1798 hasbeen called ‘' The Year of the French’: After the French Revolution
and the successful war for American Independence revolution was ‘in the air in
Ireland. United Irishmen invoked that war as*alight shining through our prison.'
Nor would his Protestant creed have deterred Holt, for the United Irishmen
movement had had its origins in Belfast among dissident Protestant (mainly
Presbyterian) merchants who burned with resentment that they, as well as
Catholics, suffered discrimination at the hands of England; while the ideology of
the movement derived from Wolfe Tone who, at least nominally, was counted
‘Protestant”,

Alter the burningof his farm by Thomas Hugo and the Fermanagh militia, Holt
took refugein the Devil's Glen, three miles from Roundwood, and he informs us that
about one third of the others sheltering there were Protestants. Later in the
‘history” he also tells us that many of the Yeomen taken captive were doubly enlisted
as United Irishmen. Was Holt also, Janus-like, ready to face both ways until the
fortunes of war projected the likely victor?

For the remainder of his life (Holt died in 1826) Holt's attitude to Irish
Nationalism remained equivoeal, and even contradictory. In the second half of his
‘history” he tells us that he refused to lead the revoit at Castle Hill, near Sydney,
in 1804, not necessarily as a matter of antipathy to the United Irish cause but
because the rebels would probably make a botehed job of it: * They had not army
enough nor could they ever rally or get together... | always seen a weakness in men...
but if I had not my wife with me it would be but a short job in my ‘head on’ plan.’

In facing the corrupt toper, Judge Atkins, at Sydney, two months earlier, the
judge had warned Holt against his habit of wearing his beard in a fashion that
advertised allegiance to the United Irishmen. Holt says : ‘Itold him that it was
the first mourning ever was worn in Ireland and, at the time when the ancient
inhabitants was betrayed and tyranny took the place of Justice and Equity, that the
people of Ireland wore their beards..’

It should not surprise us if Atkins was left with no doubt about where Holt's
sympathies lay. ;

And yet there is no evidence that Holt had ever been enlisted, prior to May 10th,
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1798, and, in particular, no evidence that he had ever taken part in military action
other than in the manoceuvres and exercises entailed by his enlistment in the
Arklow Volunteer Corps, under Captain Ryan. It might be argued that, as he
implies, he was a reluctant rebel only aligning himself with the rebellion through
mammmmmmmn:odmm

Croker have suppressed the name of Hugo in his much revised version, and indeed
falsified version of Holt's ‘history."?

In his ‘Life of Michael Dwyer’ Charles Dickson tells us this about his view of the
circumstances surrounding Holt's enlistment:

‘In the accounts of events given in after years by Holt's contemporaries one finds,
here and there, evidence of grudging praise, or frank hostility

Luke Cullen tells a curious story of his unpopularity even before the rising. Holt
was an intimate friend of his neighbour James Kavanagh who kept an inn and
general store in Roundwood. Kavanagh was one of the first of the United Men in
the Roundwood distriet and he suffered ruin for his opinions. Early in 1798, it is
alleged, Holt induced Kavanagh to administer the oath to him, which Kavanagh did
somewhat reluctantly, fearing Holt's loquacity. His defence was that Thomas
Hugo's steward at Drummin (now Glendalough House, Annamoe) was a friend of
Holt - that he had some young ash trees for disposal that were very suitable for pike
handles, that it was desirable toinduce the steward to become a United Man, that
Holt was the person to approach him and that he would be more likely to bring him
in if he himself were already sworn.

It appears to me that here we may have a more convincing explanation than the
one which Holt himself gives, of the prime cause of his misfortunes, for ifhe, having
taken the oath, endeavoured unsuccessfully to bringin his friend the steward, it is
not unlikely that the latter would have hinted of the attempt to his master and by
80 doing have betrayed the fact that Holt was already a sworn United Man.'

Not knowing that Holt had named Hugo as the author of his subsequent mis-
fortunes, Dickson naturally makes no connection between Hugo's supposed knowl-
edge of Holt's United Irish allegiance and the burning-down of Holt's house, And
yet, if Luke Cullen's account is true, Hugo would seem to have had sufficient
provocation, or justification, for his action.

But need we grant credibility to Hugo's story, as relayed by Cullen? Isn't it
possible, even likely, that Hugo concocted it 8o as to justify reprisal as a patriotic
act rather than the one of personal vengeance Holt declared it to be.

Hugo owed Holt money. He was often hard pressed financially. He owed £100
to Billy Byrne who he had once entertained as a suitor for his daughter, Elizabeth.
Nothing came of the match. In 1709 Hugo, using Caldwell as his ‘front man’
blackened Byrne's name and helped to send him to his death.

Peter O Shaughnessy



Castlekevin's Historical
Background

The ancient ruin of Castlekevin is situated in the townland of the same
name about one mile south-east of Annamoe Village, just off the Dublin.
Glendalough road. To-day, it is quiet, peaceful countryside disturbed only by
an occasional motor-car passing along this seldom used by-road which leads

mottee that lies just ten yards from the roadside, close to a sharp bend in
the road. Yet here are the remains of a medieval castle which figured in
foretront of Irish history for many eenturies.
mmﬂommdmoqmmﬁmbdbywm
corner. The mottee which remains is flat on top and
the outside with masonry. It is surrounded by a ditch
with a bank outside it on three sides. On the fourth side
mtmdthe(}uem.ndmduum
can also be seen. The mottee is about twenty feet high and between
and forty yards in length on each of the four sides. Its natural defences
the bog on the edge of which it stood and the thick woods which surrounded
it. When the castle was first built however, it was probably like others of
the period, no more than a wooden tower on top of a mottee surrounded by
adiu:hmdanmpart. mnﬂhumdedmmdﬁbommw
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The Castlekevin story really begins with the coming of the Normans to
Ireland in 1169, This produced a cultural duality in Irish society with

of Swords in Dublin to Henry de Londres, the Anglo-Norman archbishop of

from Ballinastoe to Moneystown and included Killadreenan and Killiskey. The
fortress of Castlokevin was probably intended for protection in the area against
invasion by the O'Byrne and O"Toole clans who had taken refuge in the hills
around Glenmalure.
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He returned to England on June 23rd after rebuilding Castlekevin. As regards
m-«gummwdmmzm»mm

rebuilding the castle in 1277 and in restoring it in 1309 shows the importance
attached to it, and it seems to have given the King a claim on it for military
purposes, although it never ceased to be regarded as belonging to the
Archbishop.

The O'Byrnes again creatad turmoil in the area in 1316 when they burned
Arklow, Newcastle, Bray and all the surrounding villages. It scems strange

having defeated many incursions by the Wicklow clans, but he was not always
m.owum.pumms%mmammaomm

In 1339 the then Archbishop, Alexander de Bicknor ived royal
to repair his fortification at Castlekevin, but in 1343 the castle was
destroyed and laid low by the Irish. It seems to have been repaired again
the next year as there is a royal mandate for the payment of £5 to four of
the King's valets for their labour and expenses in relieving the castle. At any
rate the whole district appears soon to have passed into the hands of the
who probably rebuilt and occupied the castle.

?
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In 1346 the Chancellor of St. Patrick’s said he “received nothing from his
benifice of Harpystown which was devastated”. This was a church near
Roundwood in the manor of Castlekevin. The Irish attacks had become so
fierce at this time that the English colony of the Pale was in danger of being
wiped out altogether. So desperate did the situation become that in 1355 de
Rokeby did a deal with the O"Tooles, and as a result, Castlekevin was probably
left in their hands. In 1368 however we find the chancellor, Burley saying

took four hundred cows. In retaliation the English, under the Archbishop went
to Castlekevin and raised it. This infers that the castle and the district was
in the hands of the O'Tooles at that time and as a measure of war, the
archbishop caused it to be demolished.

In 1449 Richard, Duke of York arrived as Lieutenant to Ireland and such
was his charisma that he won over the Gaelic Irish causing one observer to
say that “before twelve months the wildest Irishman would be sworn English”.

establishing any real authority, and the FitzGeralds of Kildare would soon
rule the whole of Leinster.

With the collapse of the Kildare supremacy in 1634, Henry the 8th adopted
a policy of “Surrender and Regrant” by which instead of treating the Irish

prince and fear for his own head at the hands of the English, as four months
earlier he had received a pardon from them and had probably given sureties
to keop the peace. It is therefore easy to understand his dilemma. His sister,
Rose who was in Castlekevin at the time was married to Fiach MacHugh
O'Byrne of Glenmalure, who unlike O*Toole was in “open rebellion” with the
English at the time. Rose advised her brother, Phelim to send a fast messenger

17



for thi
granted on condition that it be kept in repair. Accordingly, in July of the
year 1636 an ordinance was issued by the king taking poesession from Luke
OToole. The Castlekevin lands were then granted to Sir John Coke. In August,
the Secretary of State, Alan Cooke, writing to Coke in England described his
new property thus: “It hath a goodly wood, but with no great timbers and
very fine young oak. Castlekevin is the fittest place to build the manor beeause

to Luke O'Toole for its return. “But for gold or silver he would not give him
back but preferred to keep him as a monument”. The O"Tooles were too weak
to engage Cromwell in open battle and stealing the horse may have been a
defiant act of bravado by Barnaby O™Toole, the only way of letting Cromwell
know he was passing through O'Toole land. It is reputed that in revenge,



Some historians are sceptical of this as Cromwell states that “from
Killinearrig to Arklow he marched through almost desolate country”. However,
PL. O*Toole infers that Cromwell suppressed the fact that his horse was stolen
to cover his personal embarrassment, and that Ludlow bombarded the remains
of the castle from the nearby roadway This could account for the fact that
Castlekevin does not appear on the list of Leinster castles reduced by Cromweil.
Another reason for this may be that only part of the castle was standing at
the time and its final destruction had no strategic value. There is a local
tradition that the ring-fort some four hundred yards to the north-west of

now grazed peacefully by cattle is littered with spent shotgun cartridges, the
place being sometimes used by sportsmen of to-day for clay-pigeon shoots.
Perhaps Castlekevin has come full circle, for it was once used by the
Archbishops of Dublin as a hunting lodge; a case of history repeating itself,

Martin Timmons



Roundwood's Drink Problem
of 1888

WmuMmthmMy&dem%m
pointing it out as the worst place in Ireland for liquor adulteration. We would
wish to know where in Roundwood Captain Sergrave got the liquor he
complained of, and we wish to protest against such unwarranted remarks from
a gentleman holding the position Captain Sergrave does, and to remind him
«mam»mmammmunm“mm-mmm
may cause. For the last half century Roundwood has been one of the principal
tourist routes in Wicklow, and consequently the traders here have to supply
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quality of liquor supplied have been made by anyone, save Captain Sergrave,
whom none of us have even seen in this village.

(Signed) William Murphy (Prince of Wales Hotel)
John Kean (Royal Hotel)

William Doyle (Licensed Publicans)
Michael Murphy
Patrick Murphy
Anne McGuire

Publication of this letter seems to have concluded the matter, and the
accusations made against the Publicans of Roundwood never substantiated.
It is interesting to note that while both the Newtown Petty Sessions and the
“Wicklow Newsletter’ are no longer, 101 years later the publicans of Roundwood
are still selling liquor to tourists and natives alike and no one has ever been
known to complain, 'm sure!

James Scannell
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Roundwood and District Historical and F olklore Society
meets on the last Monday of every month (except Bank,
Holidays) in the Old School, Roundwood at 8.30 p.m.
\ )




Standing Stones in the
Roundwood Area

A standing-stone is simply a single upright stone, taller than it is broad,
that has been set upright by man. As well as the single standing-stones, paired
standing-stones also occur, and more rarely clusters of them. One of the
problems with standing-stones is the difficulty in distinguishing between them
and the more modern cattle scratching-posts. A simple rule-of-thumb is that
if the stone is slender and squarish in ground-plan, and has either dynamite
or wedge-marks along the edge of one or more faces, it is a scratching-post
rather than a standing-stone.

Study of the excavated standing-stones suggests that the majority were
erectcd in the Early Bronze Age (¢.2,000 - 1,200 BC). They appear to have
been mainly used as grave-stones, either being placed in the midst of a cemetery
or at the head of one particular grave. In either case the grave or graves
were small and often stone-lined. Usually the body was burnt and accompanied
by a pottery-vessel. Sometimes the pot was placed upright beside the bones,
and contained food or drink, or at a slightly later period, an urn was turned
upside-down over the bones to act as a protective covering.

Frequently in the last century, people dreamt of finding gold at the foot
of the standing-stone, and had a little dig to look for it. Without exception
the dreamers were disappointed when their digging only revealed bones and
a pot. Popular tradition held the theory that if you slit the throat of a black
cat at midnight over the bones, they would turn into the desired gold. One
enterprising gentleman is actually recorded as having done 8o, and was much
put out when his charm failed to work!

Some standing-stones do not appear to have had burials in their vicinity
at all, and thus must have had some purpose other than that of grave-marker.
Often scatters of flint have been found at the foot of these stones, usually
consisting of arrow-heads and scrapers, used for removing the flesh off animal
hides, It is possible that these stones had a religious significance, and that
the flint scatter was in the nature of an offering.

Standing-stones are mentioned in the ancient Irish texts as a common
feature of the landscape. Cu Chullain is said to have tied himself to one
80 as to ensure that he died standing upright. At a later date the Brehon
Laws recommended using them as a local landmark when settling boundary

There are four standing-stone sites in the Roundwood area that I know
of and there may well have once been more. The current destruction rate
of standing-stones in Ireland as a whole stands at 50% in the last 40 years.

Two sites consist of single stones. One in Kilmurry townland, halfway
up Ballinaslaughter Hill, on the Roundwood/Newtownmountkennedy road. The
other is in Moorstown townland, near Killiskey District Justice Price looked
at this site in the 1930's and recorded that the field contained numerous large
flat slabs, he did not however investigate under these to see whether they



Memories of "The Gunner”

He was one of the most unforgettable characters I have ever met, though
not for any world-shattering achievements, business success or literary fame.
I never heard him utter one word of eriticism or say a harsh word to or about

in Bolinass, just above Annagowlan Bridge.
In the early years of this century most roads in the area were little more
than cart tracks and the lanes, narrow passages. The huge hedgerows were

practise and bagged a variety of food. He relived his exploits in many a
conversation and in one of his favourite stories his uncle’s horse strayed up
Knockadreet Lane and “The Gunner” was sent in pursuit. As always, he

unfortunately
said later, “I might have been thrown onto the rocks in
out



but four years later - when he was only twenty - Sean T gave up his job.
He had come to the conclusion that in view of the political opinions which
he had formed he could not retain a post which earned a salary from the
British Government!

He had, in fact, joined the Gaelic League. Sean T joined the Ard-Chraobh
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the new journal a power in the land, culturally
those who contributed to its columns was the young
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At the turn of the century Sean T was associated with George Clancy
- later Mayor of Limerick in founding the Confederate Literary and Debating
Society. There was also a Confederate Hurling Club of which he was an active
member. In 1903 he became manager of An Claidheamh Soluis, the weekly

the Gaelic League of which Padraig Pearse was editor.

In 1909 the daily "Sinn Fein" newspaper was founded. Of that paper -
edited of course by Griffith - Sean T was the manager and he worked in close
association with Griffith until the paper was suppressed some time after the
outbreak of the first World War. Other journals - such as “Eire”, “Nationality”,
and "Scissors and Paste”™ - followed. As soon as one was suppressed, Griffith
and Sean T started another.

As far back as 19000 he had joined the Irish Republican Brotherhood and
as an organiser he travelled not only throughout Ireland but to parts of England
and Scotland as well.

FOUNDER MEMBER OF SINN FEIN When Sinn Fein was started Sean
T was one of the comparatively small number at the inaugural meeting. In
1908 he became one of the honorary secretaries of the organisation and was
associated with it until 1925,

He stood as a Sinn Fein candidate in 1906 and won a seat on Dublin's
Municipal Council (Corporation). As Chairman of such Committees as Finance,
Improvements, Libraries and others, Sean T gained a wide experience of
municipal administration and remained an active member of the Corporation
up to 1632 when he became a Minister of State.

Sean T was present when the first small meeting brought the Volunteers
into existence in 1913 and he was one of the central figures in the series of



existence being suppressed by the British Government.
About December 1915 Sean T was invited to act as Staff-Captain to
wmmwm-cwmmmmamm
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with the arrangements for calling Dail Eireann into existence. Sean T O'Kelly
prepared the final draft of the Democratic Programme, which along with the
mawmmwmmrmm@m
unanimously adopted by the Dail. After the first public session on January
21 1919, a private one was held at which a ProVisional Government was set

were in vain
Nevertheless Sean T was doing invaluable work. In April the Irish-



and touring the US.A. from coast to coast. On his return he threw all his
energies into helping Fianna Fail, then newly founded, and in 1927 he
established a weekly newspaper, “The Nation™ to aid the new

It remained in existence until the Irish Press appeared i

B
5

of the second World War when for a short period he
Education. He became Minister for Finance and had the
piloting five war-time Budgets through the Dail. After the new Constitution
came into operation in 1938 he was nominated Tanaiste.

CAME TO ROUNDWOOD In the autumn of 1939 Sean T came to live
in Roundwood and he was resident here when he defeated Sean McKesown
to become the 2nd President of Ireland, succeeding his old friend Douglas Hyde
on June 25th 1945. On the 25th of June 1952 he was returned unopposed
as President for a second term. During his 14 years as President he met many
world leaders and had many honours conferred on him.



Eisenhower (also in retirement) came to visit him at Roundwood Park. Among
mmmwwﬁzs«nt.cmmmmwmnﬁmm
afterwards became Pope Paul VL
wtmmmmloxsmwm&umd
Tomeoole, Co. Wexford. She died in 1934 and in 1936 he married her sister

Mnddmudmwmdmﬁnwwtmlx
the bootmakers son who resigned his British Government job aged 20 and
became involved in the dramatic chain of events which led to the creation

Atﬂnmd&hlmbmd\enmdﬁmdmnmu&n
TO’Kdlydidmtbez&ddebclmaaduyunmdliubumd
in Glasnevin Cemetery.

Martin Tummons

Séan T.O'Kelly
Honours and Decorations

of St. Gregory the Great, 1935

Legion of Honour, 1950

of Charles III, 1850
Honourable Society of Kings Inns, 1951

causa, National University of Ireland, 19562
the of Merit, Federal Republic of Germany, 1956
honoria causa, University of Ottawa, 1956

honoria causa, University of Dublin, 1956
Order of Pius IX, 1957

Caordon of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Italy, 1057
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Kevin would grow into an exceptionally handsome young man. This came true,
and a local girl named Kathleen fell in love with Kevin. One day, the story
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from her fiance. She said, “There was nobody there when I took the photo.
We took it where a new road was being laid by the Forestry people and all
I saw through the lens was my fiance and machinery which was in use there”.

Nwwmmma.mmu.mmmm
and is convinced that she has a rare photograph of the legendary Kathleen
of Glendalough.

Her husband, who is more sceptical about ghosts, said that he didn't believe
indm.bmheldmmodthnthopumwhowhtbopbowmmly
wasn't beside him when it was taken. Incidentally, the names and address
of this couple are in the writer's possession.

Another story about the Glendalough ghost is told by an American
housewife who actually has a colour photograph of the “woman in red™.

It all started on a bitterly cold day in November, 1974, when Mrs. Everette



Chisamore from Watertown, a small city near the Canadian border, arrived
in Glendalough with thirty-four other people during an eight-day tour. It was,
as in the foregoing story, All Souls’ Day

Mrs. Chisamore and her daughter, Doreen snapped pictures of the cemetery
and the round tower

another who claimed he saw the ghostly Kathleen. He was in Ireland for the
St. Patrick’s Day parade, and he visited Glendalough on March 15. After his
eerie experience he remarked:

1 have never believed in ghosts, but now I do®

He described what he saw in Glendalough's ancient cemetery on that bleak
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on
if my wife was joining me and, as I did so, |
figure i the left to the right, towards a fallen-down
building. I thought it was another person in the cemetery. | walked towards
the ruins, expecting to see & person dressed in red, but there was no one
there."

When he went inside, he discovered to his astonishment that the place

He added: “Since there was only one entrance the person couldn't have
thou!

without passing me.”
) He was absolutely certain that he was alone in the cemetery because his

matter of fact” he said, “she was wearing a black fur coat at the
time. As far as [ am concerned, |1 saw a ghost™

Since | came to live at Castlekevin, about five miles from Glendalough,
I have visited the ruins of the old monastic city and the graveyard there many
times, and | have spoken to numerous people about the alleged appearances

Some say she exists, others just smiled at me. One old-timer from Bray,
however, remembered that, when as a boy during the 1920s, hearing of an
English woman having revived after encountering “a phantom woman in red.”

Leo Bowes
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Moneystown Jubilee School

(Air, “The Ministrel Boy")

Reapectfully dedicated to Ben Horan (Wicklow L.O.L.) and his supporters by
A Wicklow Clansman

The Moneystown boys into school have gone

To our “National™ school our boys must go
With Turk or Jew or Haythen
A good PP has told us so,
Now don't let me hear you braythin'
Of the lofty schemes of our great Arch-B
For our mental cultivation
Shure he doesn't know the AB.C.
Of a Land-grabber's education

So Moneystown parents, send your girls and boys,
It's just beyond old Reilly’s;

Mrs. Barton will hand round the soup and toys
As they do in Mrs. Smyly’s

And if our youth don't gladly haste
To this Jubilee celebration

Our brand new Coercion Act will give them a taste
Of compulsory education

N.B. (Mthisinthebobmwbueyomduitmmldnidn).

Editorial Note:

In 1888 Queen Victoria celebrated her 50th Jubilee and
National School was opened around this time, the new National School System
being compulsory for all children.

The fact that Catholic and Protestant children were to be taught together
seems to be the reason for “A Wicklow Clansman™ composing this satirical
piece.



The Roundwood Press

In 1817 John Synge, Grandfather of the playwright John Millington Synge
set up in Roundwood a private press for the publication of revolutionary
educational texts.

The obscurity which surrounds the Roundwood Press is due to the rarity
and unusual nature of the books printed there.

Synge’s name does not appear on any of his books and those printed at
Roundwood do not even bear his pseudonym which was “An Irish Traveller”,
However, at Roundwood Park between 1817 and 1820 with the help of a small
stafl he printed such wonderfully titled books as “Pestalozzi’s intuitive relations
of Numbers” (in four volumes no less) and “The Use of the bean table or an
mmwmwmmwmnndNumﬁmwimvmbboﬁmw
the principles of Pestalozzi”,

So the next time you're in a second hand book-shop keep an eye out as
our treasurer would be very interested in either!

In 1832 Synge went to live in Glanmore Castle and there he sot up a
smaller press called, yes, you guessed it, “The Nunscross Press”.

Martin Tinmons

Ode to Ned Browne
by Michael Bolger

piano player died suddenly in 1970. These lines were written in tribute to
of Tomriland.

a



Annamoe House

the house “A small room served as the post office where Maggie Keane presided
over weird instruments that were the means of sending and receiving
telegrams. She used to say that the eloctrical shocks from pressing the keys
were bad for her rheumatism.”,

Mrs. Doyle had a daughter Mary who married a horse breeder in Limerick.
When asked how she had enjoyed a recent visit to her she said “Oh it is a
place, very fine land and they rear splendid horses but I was glad to
home again and hear more general conversation. One evening I got tired

horses and the races and said to them, -it is always horses, horses,

never
Annamoe house is now owned by the Nally family who run a successful

Tadgh Cantwell (Aged 12)
Laragh (S.



The Trial of Patrick Murray
A Puzzle and its Aftermath

he gave in a pistol to the local magistrate, James Critchly His house was
burned down in May of 1798 and he lost thirty barrels of potatoes, forty sheep
and a hundredweight of oatmeal. He sought protection from the local
Protestant militia through James Critchly without success and took to the
mountaing in the Devil’s Glen to protect himself and was forced to join the
rebels. He managed to prevent the burning of the home of Andrew Weekes,

dated 1799 when he was fifty-six years old and she forty-four.

There is an obvious problem when reviewing the evi of his trial to
decide what really happened as the prosecution was doing its best to paint
as black a picture as possible while Murray was trying to minimise his
involvement as much as possible. No evidence was put forth against him for
being involved in any of the military engagements in the county The
prosecution centred on his role as “Captain® and charged him with robbery
While he denied that he was leader of rebels, there is no reason that he could
not have been involved in the underground activities of the United Irishmen.
Recent historical analysis by L.M. Cullen and others shows that the Rising
was less spontaneous than was previously thought and notwithstanding later
denials by rebel leaders who survived to write their memoirs, there was a

é



who worked on the Annamoe Mill in 1764) who had forcibly possessed Patrick
Murray's farm informed against him. He spent five weeks in the Provost prison
and was then released. Wybrants informed against him again and this time
Mummmqudmhqudmmuwdmbow

A summary of the evidence shows that Robert Moran, Anne Brady,
Catherine Harding and Mary Rochford testified on charges of personal theft.
Mary Rochford also testified that on anoccasion when Murray had threatened
her with a pistol, she asked him if he would shoot a woman (she was married
with seven children). }hmmmm“mmm

on her knees to stop and allow Mahon
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other Protestants were brought to Seven Churches to be tried by a rebel court
and were sentenced to death by the Wexford men who were present (he

hnhnmmpdmmmwmmqm.fwdq-hm was, of course
denied by Murray. In his own defence, Murray made a distinction between
plunder and robbery and said that he should be tried on what he had done
and not on what he had said. The fact that he might have called certain
people “Orange dog” or “Orange bastard™ was irrelevant. He also pointed out
that his adversary, William Wybrant was a brother-in-law to Catherine
Harding's husband.



have been put on men of learning, influence, station and property who had
set up an evil organisation and attempted to coerce and dupe the lower orders
into rebellion. There had been a claim that the Protestants had set up a secret
organisation for the purpose of exterminating all Catholics. It is doubtful
however that Patrick Murray would have fallen for such crude propaganda,
if such existed. Tensions were undoubtedly mounting during this period and
extreme paranoia was prevalent amongst Catholics and Protestants alike. This
must surely have had some influence on those involved in the Rebellion which
in some cases led to the mindless brutality practised by both sides, and Patrick
Murray may well have been caught up in the emotion of the times. He ends
his defence with a poetic and poignant plea: “Gentlemen, I claim the benefit
of amnesty. Allow me to observe that the dues of Justice have not been unpaid,
the soil of this country has been saturated with the blood of rebels. Perhaps
the measure of human calamity is full, perhaps the tribunals of this country
may now feel that a man may repent his last crime without dying for it and
the tranquillity which is procured by extermination is dearly purchased. Oh,
let me hope that we shall live to see in this beautiful and once peaceful county
crimes, convictions and punishments cease and leave the happy valleys as of
old to sound soft echoes to the whistling swain”.

His wife's petition was unsuccessful and he was sent to Egypt where he
was wounded and from where he returned after his discharge around 1803,
He was then aged about sixty Meanwhile, William Wybrants was still in
possession of his land. Murray, through various court proceedings tried to
recover his farm and while the courts appeared to find in his favour, he had
neither the resources nor the backing to take the matter to its full conclusion.
Meanwhile, Wybrants was refusing to pay any rents to the new landlord,
Charles Frizell, spuriously claiming a lease with Samuel Semple, even though
Frizell took successful court action against him. Finally, Charles Frizell leased
the land in December 1810 to Edward McDonough but when the latter took
possession the following day Wybrants and others ejected him with arms,
swords and clubs, causing around £100 in damage which resulted in
court case of Frizell and McDonough V. Wybrants to be held in-the Spring
Assizes of 1811. This information comes from a legal brief prepared for the
case. The result has not been researched and the outcome is unknown. (The
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has ever since contrived, in spite of law and justice to withold same”.
ts the ambivalence of the Protestant landlords to the Rising.



ownership of the land proved to be the ultimate emotive question in the above
quotation, suggesting that a person who illegally took over land and oven worse,
refused to pay rent, had a worse reputation than someone who took part in
the Rebellion. While Patrick Murray's case was viewed with sympathy it was

Folklore - It's Study

The term “folklore” was first coined by W. J. Thomas, an Englishman,
and it means the scientific study of a nation's culture - its traditional customs,
beliefs and ways of life. It was the famous German storyteller, Jacob Grimm
(born 1785; died 1863) who originated the scientific study of folklore.

Those who study folklore interest themselves chiefly with the traditional
observances and notions of ordinary folk - these include legends and old tales;
their rhymes, songs, and symbolic dances, as handed down from generation
to generation.

There are many facets associated with traditional lore, including a minute
study of their environment - their homes, dress, food, diseases and old cures,
domestic and farm implements; observances relating to births, marriages, and
deaths - especially those foretelling the future; “calendar customs: and seasonal
feasts (like Shrovetide, May Day, and Hallowe’en); superstitions and luck omens
(like rings, horseshoes, and charms); proverbs, rhymes, conundrums, prayers
for special contingencies; and the magieal influence of fairies, leprechauns,
druids, bards, brehons, gyvpsies and the like.

The study provides invaluable information about the ethnographical,
linguistic, and antiquarian origins of the race. It also gives a most fascinating
insight into the outlook of our forebears, and greatly helps to explain their
true evolution. Of all European countries (with the possible exception of
Norway), Ireland is the only country in which the folk tradition is still alive.
Our country’s folklore is a great source of inspiration and enlightenment to
historians and archaeologists alike. Ireland's first folklorist, I am told, was
a bookseller in Anglesea Street, Dublin, a Wexfordman named Patrick
whose folklore material, however, is in English only. He died in Dublin about
1877.

Incidentally, some time after the establishment of the Folklore of Ireland
Society, national teachers in many parts of Ireland obtained wonderful
collections of folklore material - in their own school areas, especially. It is
on record that their contributions gave a great impetus to the newly founded
folklore movement. Leo B
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